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The 'RESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and rvead prayers.

BILL—APPROPRIATION,
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson- -West) [4.34] in moving the seeond
reading =aid: This is the unsual Bill intro-
duced cach year after the passing of the
Estimate~. Supply has been granted during
this session towards the services of the
vear up to a total of £2,950,000 from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, £450,000 from
the General Loan Fund and £300,000 from
the Public Account for Advance to Treas-
urer, and this Biil grants further supplies
up to the total of the estimates. Clause 3
uppnopriates the supplies to the respective
services as summarised in Schedules “B”
and “C." The total expenditure from the
Consolidated Revenue Fand is estimated to
he €11,383.849, but of this amount,
£4,515,301 is appropriated under special
Avts, leaving a balance requiring appropria-
tion of £6,868,515, which is the amount set
down in the Bill.

Loan expenditure for the year is estim-
ated at £2,080,958 and authority is sought
to apprepriate this amount from the Gen-
eral Loap Fund. Clause 3 also provides for
£500,000 for advance to Treasurer for the
purposes sct forth in Schedule “D,” and
further confirms the expenditure from

[COUNCIL.]

“Advance to Treasurer, 1939-40," full de-
tails of which are set out in Seheduvles “E”
and “F.?

The transactions of the Consolidated
Revenne Fund for 1939-40 resnlted in a de-
ticit of £146,825, as compared with an estina-
sted shortage of £31,288, Revenue collec-
tions being £66,069 less than estimated and
expenaiture £49,468 in excess of the Estim-
ates. Revenue items showing increases were
Taxation £203,334, and Royal Mint, 8,274,
while the following deereasse were qhown —
Departmental, £39,603; Public CUtilities,
£188,177;: and other items £29,817. Under
Taxation, Income Tax was £109,617 ahove
the Budget estimate, Financial Emergency
Tax, £123,700 and Gold Mining Profits Tax
£32,742 above; while other forms of taxa-
tion, netably Land Tax, £12,620, Totalisa-
tor Duty, £8,331, Stamp Duty £14,203, and
Probate Duty £27,072, were altogether
£65.083 less than the estimate. TLand rev-
enue was £2-4,743 lower than anticipated ow-
ing to the difficultics of the producers dur-
ing the year, but this was offsct to a certain
extent by an inerease of £13,585 in timber
revenue. 1t is gratifying to note that the
position of the timber industry is consider-
ably better than appearances indicated at
tkis time last year. This has been brought
about largely by the efforts of the timber
companies, snpplemented by representations
of the Government, as a result of which
satisfactory arrangements have been con-
clnded for the shipment of large orders to
the TUnited Kingdom. Tt is also pleasing to
vote that notwithstanding the war in China,
sales of sandalwood to that eountry have
been continued on a seale higher than was
to be expected, although it is by no means
certain that the trade will be maintained to
the same extent.

The reduction of £59,603 in Revenue un-
der “Departmental” wag owing to the faet
that the Government’s proposed legislation
to transfer €120,000 to Revenue from motor
license fees was not passed. This loss, how-
ever, was reduced by inereased interest pay-
ments from the Agricultural Bank of
€54,601, also by larger profits from the
Savings Bank, £4,392, and increased repay-
ments of wire netting advances, £8,424.

The result shown by the trading eoncerns
as a whole was satisfactory, although owing
to » profit made by the State Sawmills not
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being received in time for inclusion, the
actual figures were £14,088 less than the
Budget estimate.

War conditions accounted for a decline
of £188,177 in revenue from public utilities,
the concerns most affected being Bunbury
Harbour Board £4,500, Fremantle Harbour
Trust £15,667 and Reilways, £182,471,
Members will realise that owing to the diffi-
culties of shipping wheat abroad large quan-
tities of that commodity are still at the
country sidings, there being about 300,000
tons more than was the ease last year. Had
the railways been able to transport the
300,000 tons, the benefit to revenue would
have been considerable.  As it is, however,
the wheat will have to remain where it is
for some time.

Expenditure for the year, as I have said,
was £49,468 greater than the estimate whieh,
in the present uncertain conditions, mav be
regarded as satisfactory. There were ne
very great departures from the Estimates,
the main- heads showing excesses being
Speeial Acts (other than Constitution Aect
and Loan Acts) £7,206; exchange £15,989;
unemployment velief £3,680; and publie
utilitics £36,083; while there were savings
of £1,667 under the Constitution Act,
£7,062 under loan Acls for intervest and
sinking fund on the publie debt, and £4,661
under departmental.

Dealing with the estimates for the enr-
rent year the budgetary position is as fol-
lows:—

£
Estimated revenuc 11,217,152
Estimated expenditure 11,383,849
Estimated deficit 166,697

Revenue ecollections are expected to he
greater than last year's by £07,209, the prin-
cipal items making up the increase heing
land tax, £25,120: gold mining profits tax,
£29,758; probate duty, €27,072: depart-
mental, £47,790; gdisahilities grant, £55,000;
State trading concerns, £3,641: and puohlie
utilities, £10,577, against which the follow-
ing deereases are expected:—Income fax
and financial emergency fax, £53,317; terri-
torial, £11,205; and law courts, £8,966. The
increase in land tax is due fo the faet that
there was some delay last vear in the issne
of assessments worth aver £12,000. The
amount will be veeeived this year, and will
make a difference of £25,000 as compared
with the collections last year. The con-
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tinued prosperity of the mining industry is
responsible for the probable increase in
gold mining profits tax.

Under “Departmental” revenue, Treasary,
there have been included twe new items,
namely, transfer of motor license fees,
£75,000 znd poriion of the profits of the
State Insurance Office, £40,000.  The first
of these items, of course, depended upon
cnabling legislation being passed by Parlia-
ment. In the second ease, it is considered
that, after taking inte rcvenwne an amount
equivalent te that which would be paid in
taxation if the State Insurance Office was
conducted by a private company, and mak-
ing ample provision for reserves, it is reason-
able to take the balance of the profits inte
revenue. Interest to be paid fo the Treas-
ury by the Agricultural Bank for thig vear
has been put down at £200,000, or £74,000
less than last year. This, of eourse, is in
ronseijuence of seasonal eonditions by reason
of which many of the bank’s elients will be
quite unable to meet their commitments,
There is no marked variation in the esti-
mated receipts of other departments.

The disabilities grant to be received
from the Commonwealth this year is
£630,000, an inerease of £55,000 on the
amount we reccived last year.  Estimated
profits From the State trading eoncerns show
an inerecase of £14,593. Some of this wag
earned last vear, but was not received in
time to be incorporated in the figures for
that vear. Against this inerease of profits,
there will probably be a reduction of £4,952
in the amount recovered by the trading con-
cerns for departmental charges, intevest, ete.

The earnings from individual publie
ufilities will be very much the same as last
vear, the major variation being a reduction
of £22,333 in reeeipts from the Fremantle
Harbour Trust, as a result of the curtail-
wment of shipping, and inereases of £18,781
from the metropolitan water supply, £7,144
from tramwars and £6,285 from electricity
snpply.

On the expenditure side, there will be
inecreases over last vear of £112441 ander
Special Acts and £61,313 under govern-
mental, while on public utilities there will
he a reduction of £36,673. Most of the
expenditure for which special appropria-
tions are in existence is fairly constant
from year to year, but there are a few
items where variations oceur. Interest and
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sinking fund on the public debt is unfor-
tunately an evergrowing liability, and the
estimate for this year is £66,000 above the
actual cost ladt year, £29811 being on
aceount of interest and £36,189 on account
of sinking fund. The amount fo be trans-
ferred from revenue to the Reforestation
Fund under Section 41 of the Forests Act
will be £7,234 less, owing to the reduced
Tevenue expeeted this year from the timber
industry.

Payments under the Superannuation Act
of 1938 are estimated at £46,000 for the
cnrrent year, as against only £763 last
vear. The reason for such a big increase
is that during the first year of operationm,
the only pensions payable were to de-
pendants of deceased contributors, but
from now on all employees who joined the
scheme will receive pensions on retirement.
A new item under Speecial Aets this year
is the payment of £5,600 under the Police
Benefit Fund Abolition Aet. This is a eon-
tinnanee of the econtribution previously
made to the Police Benefit Fund wnder the
authority of a Treasury vote, and is neces-
sary in order to provide to members of the
fund benefits to which they are entitled, the
fund itself not holding sufficient reserves
to permit of an equitable distribution. It
has been known for some years that the
Police Benefit Fund was in an unsound

position dne to the gratuities payable under

the rules being ont of proporiion to the
contributions, and as the Superannuation
Act of 1938 provides that members of the
foree joining the superannnation scheme
may transfer their share in the henefit fund
to the superannuation fund, it hecame
necessary for the Government to build up
the Police Benefit Fund to a condifion
where it conld provide for its members at
least a fair portion of the amount to which
thev are entitled.

With regard to the estimated increase of
£61,313 in governmental expenditure, it is
calenlated that approximately £30,000 is
aceounted for by the recent vise in the
hasic wage, most of the remainder being
made up of increases in the Treasury, Child
Welfare, Education, and Police Depari-
ments. Direct expenditure by the Treasury
Department is set down at £772,479, being
£17,691 greater than that of last year. This
ix mainly aceounted for hy the extra cost of
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the Taxation Department, following on the
introduction of the new scheme of collecting
income tax at the source, the additional pay-
ment on this account being £11,302, plus a
further payment of £2,500 towards the cost
of converting the building now occupied by
the Taxation Department.

In the Child Welfare Depariment, in-
creased paymentis for maintenance of chil-
dren and for outdoor relief amount to
£10,069, due no doubt to an added number
of cases being dealt with, possibly by resson
of cireumstances arising out of the war.
KEducation expenditure for the year iz set
down at £783,250, showing an increase of
£10,594 over last year, caused by the pro-
vision of additional high schools and greater
expenditure on technieal edueation. In the
Police Department there will prohably be
increased expenditure amounting to £9,549,
due mostly to the rise in the basic wage.
The deecrense of £36,673 in expendituve o=
public utilities is mainly due to savings
effected in the Railway Department. Thesa
savings arve the result of the most rigid
economy, and by endeavouring, where en-
lisiments have taken place, to carry on with
a reduced staff. If members desire any fur-
ther information on the finances of the
State, T shall be happy to sapply it, but
would like to be advised as soon as possible,
so that T may have an opportunity of secur-
ing the information.

Clause 4 of the Bill is to approve of ex-
penditnre amounting to £65,000 from the
Reforestation Fund in aceordance with the
seheme prepaved wnder Section 41 of the
Forests Act, which has been Jaid on the
Table of the House. Clanse 5 deals with
expenditure in the year 1938-39 on the
Royal Mint. Under the Perth Mint Act the
annnal amount appropriated from Revenue
is £25,000, but the expenditure for the year
mentioned was actnally £26,000, angd it is
neeessary to have parliamentary approval of
the excess of £1,000. An estimated execess
during the eurrent year is provided for by
the inelusion of an item under “Treasury—
Miseellaneous Services.” I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West} [4.54]:
The Chief Secretary’s introduction of the
Bill was interesting so far as it could be
followed. We were given quite a lot of
figures which it was impossible to assim-
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ilate at the moment; buf I failed to notice
any reference to what we might expect would
be done towards making provision for that
period which we hope will soon come, when
we shall return to normality and shall have
to find work for many men who, unfor-
tunately, are to-duy heing taken out of their
ordinary voeations. Some months age the
Government, with a considerable flourish of
trumpets, announced a ernsade for the en-
couragement and establishment of second-
ary industries that would put us on a new
plane. The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment (Mr. Hawke) was hailed as exactly
the right man for the job. We bhave
been treated to innumerable Press para-
graphs and statements all of which
stimuated our hopes that we were at
lost to meve in the direction so long
desired, that of creating avenues of employ-
ment which would be permanent and would
make for the much more rapid advaneement
of the Btate. A gentleman long since dead
is reported once to have made n remark con-
cerning a mountain that was in lahour and
brought forth a mouse. I do not know
whether the mountain to which I have al-
Inded has yet produced anything, but so
far T have not even seen o mouse. One is
rather disappointed that after all that we
were promised we have not now something
that would be at least enocuraging.

There is one direation in whieh I think
the present Government, if it desires to go
down fo posterity as one of outstanding ac-
complishment and one that leaves a monu-
ment of zchievement hehind it, would have
a very fair chance of obfaining that repu-
tation. That direction is towards the estah-
lishment of a big iven industry here. Re-
cently T mentioned this matter fo a member
of the Legislature of this State, and I was
immediately confronted with the most dele-
ful prospeets. There were diffienlties every-
where, he insisted. Well, probably there mayv
he difficulfies; probably there ave; but ne-
thing that is worthwhile is achieved in this
.. world without diffieulty. Difticulties are
things to he overcome. Tt appears to me that
even under present conditiovs, and probably
for a generation to come, there will be a
tremendous demand for iron and steel; and
we in this country ave, if we only realised
it, in o highly favonred position in that
respect. We have iron ore deposits which
are the envy of the world—easily mined,
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right on the sen hoard, and not too far
away from the point at which the ore ean
be treated. Now, Russia when sterting ils
first five-year plan was in a hopeless posi-
tion regardimg supplies of iron and steel;
and at enormous expense, 1 understand, large
blast furnaces have been established there.

The Chief Sceretary: By whom?

Hon. W. J. MANN: By the Government.
They were established as o national neces-
sity. However, the costs of providing fucl
for those furnaces made the position ex-
tremely diffieult. After a good deal of ve-
senrech and experimentation—and I am wuot
sure that it was not following a precedent
established in England—it was found that
chareoal could be used for the purpese de-
sired, and a number of the furnaces were
eonverted from coke to charcoal. We have
iton ore in unlimited guantities and we have
alsg great possibilities regarding the making
of chareonl. Where Ruszin ean get only 20
or 30 tons of charcoal to the aere, we have
places from which we ean get hundreds of
tons to the acre. A great deal of our timber
is looked upon as worthless in the generally
acccpted term—marri, red gum and other
timbers—but when converted to ehareoal,
those timbetrs will beecome extremely valuable.

Tf the committee which the Minister for
Industrial Development hrought into exist.

cenee will turn its attention in that divect-

tion I helieve it will he possible to do great
things, leading to the establishment of in-
dustries. The statement was made to me
recently that three blast fuirnaces in Russia
using coke had heen eonverted to charcoal
and that as a result, the ontput over and
above what had heen turned out by them
previously was something over 700,000 tons.
To my mind that is most encouraging. ¥
have not eonsulted Mr. Fernte and T do not
know what the committee with which he is
assoeiated is doing, hut T wonld urge the
Government to give every possible atten-
tion to this matter. I presume from the
interjection of the Chief Secretary a few
minutes ago, that he was going to ask me
whether I would agree to the State taking
over a concern of that deseription.

The Chief Seevetary: T was wondering
whetlier von had been converted.

Hon, W L MANY: We max do a lot of
thingzs (hat the Chief Secretary ealls “eon-
verting.” Tt 1s & very wide term and T do
not know that a Government charged with
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the administration of the country would be
doing wrong if it offered every possible in-
ducement to people to come here and embark
on an industry of this deseription, or that
even if it failed in that direction it might
approach the question by rendering assist-
ance in some other way. What is in my
mind is that after the war we do not want
to be faced with the spectre of permanent
unemployment. We bave had it too long,
and if T am any judge, we are going to have
it in an even greater form when the war is
over, Unless some industry is established
that will in its turn create other industries,
then the outlook for employment will not be
very encouraging. So I think that the Gov-
ernment should not just sit idly by and wait
for someone to come along and do what I
suggest, but it should give some encourage-
ment in order to bring people to this coun-
try to embark on this industry. I believe
thera is room for the iron and steel industry
on this side of the continent. 1 have great
admiration for what the Broken Hill Pty.
is doing, but that concern will not supply
the needs of this part of the world in the
future. And if the devastation that is tak-
ing place on the other side of the world
eontinnes for any length of time at the rate
at which it is going along, then the recon-
struction process that followed the last war
will be nothing compared with what will
be taking place in the future. I have been
looking for some method whereby we might
make a move, and this seems to me to be
the soundest of all.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You will have to amend
the Workers' Compensation Act to give some
encouragement to people to come here.

Hon. W. J. MANN: That is one of the
matters that might follow in the train of the
proposal. Generally speaking, however, T
do hope that the Government will take a
serious view of this question. I am guite
sure that if we could he instrumental in
bringing about the establishment of an in-
dustry such as this, the Government wonld
go down in the political annals of this State
as one of the most far-sighted Western Aus-
tralia had ever had. We have a good deal
of respect for the Government and appreecia-
tion for what it is honestly desirous of doing
for the State, and we want to retain that
opinion. So T offer this snggestion as one
that might well receive its favourable con-
sideration.

[COUNCIL.}

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committes.

Bil] passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [512]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON. J. J, HOLMES (North) [5.13]: We
have on previous oceasions held up the
Appropriation Bill and made it the last
of all the measures to pass in the session.
On this occasion there is no intention of
doing that. We have no objection to the
Bill being read a third time, but I would
like the Government to understand that by
allowing the measure to pass in this way
we are not foregoing our right if we think
it should be exercised, to hold up the Bill
until the close of the session.

Question put and passed.
Bill rend a third time and passed.

BILL—MEDICAL ACT AMEND-
MENT,

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

HON. A, THOMSON (South-East) [5.15]
in moving the second reading said: This is
a short measare which was introduced in
another place by Mr. Seward, in an en-
deavour to overcome a difficulty facing
eountry districts. Hospitals provided at
great expense in country areas, with as-
sistance from the Lotieries Commission and
the Hoalth Depariment, are in grave danger
of hoing closed owing to the impossibility
of obtaining the serviees of medieal prae-
titioners. In my own provinee there are no
fewer than three hospitals without medieal
officers. Although £600 a year has been
gueranteed by various hospital committees,
doctors cannot be induced to go in the
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country. The Bill provides that if the
Medical Board is satisfied that a person
is of good fame and eharacter and has been
resident for some time in Ausiralia, he
may, even though he is an alien, be entitled
to registration as a medical practitioner.
Further, where the Governor is satisfied
that the residents of any area are not ade-
quately provided for in respect of medieal
or surgical services, he may proclaim such
area to be a region in respect of which a
regional registration certificate may be
granted fo an approved person.

The measure is based on a New South
Wales Act providing medical aid in the
same way for country distriets. No medi-
cal practitioner will be appointed to such
an area unless he is approved by the
Medica! Board, and his activities will be
confined to the regional area prescribed in
the Governor’s proclamation. Owing partly
to war econditions, many medical men have
enlisted for service both in camps within
the State and overseas, and it is exfremely
difficult to obtain duly gualified men. In
the Tambellup distriet, applications were
called for s medical officer and the only
applieant was a refugee who had fled from
Viemna. Though he had the highest ereden-
tials, his application eovld not be considered
becanse there is no reciproecal arrangement
hetween his conntry and any portion of the
PBritish Empire. There are refugees from
Nnazi-governed countries who are resident in
Aupstralia and have high qualifications, but
whose services cannot be used owing to the
conditions that apply in this conntry. The
Bill is purely a Committee measure.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What would happen to
our own doctors who on their return from
the war found that their positions had been
filled by refugees.

Hon. A, THOMSON: That is provided
for.
Hon. L. Craig: The same thing applies to

members of other

architeets, ete.

professions—dentists,

=" Homn. A, THOMSON: The Governor Is.

given the right not only te declare an area
to be a region within the meaning of the
Act, but also to alter any area or revoke
stch proclamation. If a proelamation were
revoked, the doetor working in the regional
district concerned wonld cease to do so.
Ample provision is made for the protection
of our medieal men on their return from the
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war, I can assure the hon, member that
opportunities are available to our medical
men to go into country distriets to-day, but
it is absolutely impossible to secure their
services.  That position obtained before
the war., However, if the hon. member
consults the Bill, he will find that there is
provision to protect the interests of Austra-
lian doctors. Above all, no man will be
allowed to practise unless he has demon-
strated to the satisfaction of the board and
the Minister that he has the proper qualifi-
eations.

The Chief Seeretary: Is this approved by
the British Medical Association?

Hon, A. THOMSON: I anderstand it is
approved by the Minister for Health in
another place. He gave it his blessing and
sccured one or two amendments hecanse he
considered eountry hospitals were in such a
seripus position that help was urgently
needed,

Hon. H, S. W. Parker:
approved.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I hope the House
will support the measure. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

The B.M, A, has

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [5.22]:
The Bill is designed to provide better medi-
cal facilities in eertain country districts, and
that is most necessary. In agreeing to
admit refugee doctors to praetise, we should
congider two points. First of all, the in-
terests of our own doctors who are on active
service should be protected so that when
they return they may take up their old
practices; secondly, consideration should be
given to the fact that 226 students are now
taking their final examinations in Melbourne
and Sydney.

The Honorary \Ilmstm
come here, though.

Hon., H. TUCKEY: There are other
students in Adelaide and Brisbane, hat I
have not the figures. To estimate the
future duration and extent of the shortacge
of medical praetitioners is diffieult, but the
lack of inedical men in many country cen-
tres was evident before the war began and
has not been oecasioned by war eonditions.
Obviously those districts have failed to at-
tract our own doctors, beeanse the henefits
derived are not commensurate with the sac-
rifices involved. It has heen suggested that
the guarantee to country doctors should bo
increased to £750, and that would he o step

They will not
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in the right direction. The amount guar-
anieed to-day is £600 bnt it is not enough.
The whole difliculty is that there is not sufli-
cient inducement for deectors fe serve in
many ol our country aveas. The £600 is
net an ordinary subsidy but mevely a guar-

antee, and it does not fallow that the
Government would have to provide the
foll amount. The shoriage of medical

practitioners  in  eountry  districis  is
aente, and unles> doclors ean he indueed to
praelise there, it will be necessary for
arrangements to be mwade to transport sick
people to centres where thore are medicul
practitioners. The stiterient hLas been
made that doctors will pot come from the
Eastern States, but if sufficient inducement
is offered, they will do so. IF we desive
to devclop this country we must ensure that
there ave suitable medical facilities all over
the State. People do not want to bave lo
come to Perth every time they arve sick, and
the Government should assist as far as pos.
#ible to provide medical serviees.

T understand the Bill is acceptable to the
British Medieal Assoctation and the Mediecal
Board is favourably disposed toyards it. At
any rate, they wrote a letter to the Minis-
ter for Health on the matter which was read
in another place, and the whole of which 1
think appeared in “Haasard.”

The Bill appears to be largely on the lines
suggested by the BALA. and I have yet to
fearn that there is any great objection to it
from anybady. When such a measire is
brought before ms on the last day of a ses-
sion, we have not much opportunily to do
justice to if, and the matter is far loo Twm.
portant to treat lightly. T have not had
an opportunity of reading the amended Bill.
Consequently, to give that attention to it
that it deserves is diftieult.  Of conrse this
sort of thing oecurs every year. If we
desive Lo pass the Bill through all stages
at this «itling, we shall not have an oppor-
{uniiy to 2o thoroughly into every detail.
However, I intend to support the second
reading and if, at the Committee stage, any-
thing can be done to improve the measure,
T will pssist in that diveetion to the best of
my abilify.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.27]: This
is a subject of which we cannot tfake =
superficial view. We need to analyse the
reasons for the introduction of the measure.

[COUNCIL.]

The Medical Act has been in  cxistence
since 1894 and any person who practises
surgery or medicine in this State has to
conform to the conditions laid down in that
Act. Through the years I do not think we
have had much to complain about.  Aay
person eoming to the State and complying
with the provisions of the Medical Act has
heen allowed to practise here. Now 3t i3
said that owing to the fact that medieal
men will not go into agricultural distriets
and to the shortage vf medical praetitioners
due to war conditions, we must depart from
the provisions of the Act. Whom are wo
going to admit? We are told that there are
sufficient refugee doctors in the State to
meet requirements. Evidently the Bill pro-
vides that the refugee doctors shall be sub-
jeet to an examination different from thal
which has prevailed since 1834. We should
approach this subject warily. What is meant
by “any person,” and of what nationality is
it expected ghe refugee doctors would be?

The Honorary Minister: Well, what
about it?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Will they he British
subjects ?

The Honorary Minister: If they were it
wonld not be necessary to go through all
this.

Hon. J. CORNELL: e should think
long, even in the exigeneies of the cireom-
stanees, before we open the door to permit
non-British snbjects to practice medicine in
the State wnder conditions that differ in the
case nf Britishers.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Non-British sob-
jeets ave already practising here.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Under what condi-
tions?

Hon. H, S. W. Parker: Under normal
conditiens that would apply to any medical
man.

Hon. [J. CORNELL: But no special eir-
cumstances have been set up for them.

The Hanovary Minister: They would have
to he gualified hefore they eoull practise.

Hon. A. Thomson: Look at Clause 3.

Llon. J. CORXELL: I am dealing wilh
the prineiple. T have a hazy iden that most
of {he refngres conld buy and sell us Prit-
i=hers.

The Honorary Minister: Tn
lheir possessions?

respect to
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Hon. J. CORNELL: In the matter of
snide dealing. That applies to many of
them. They certainly get about. They have
been reared in a different environment and
brought up under different condiiions
compared with our own doctors. They could
buy and sell quite a lot of our men., There
15 a move amongst certain sections of the
community to pool their resources, and to
push their own kith and kin, their owa ilk.
What I fear is that if we let in these people,
and the war goes on for a long time, our
own medical men who have gone overseas
in the Empire’s canse will return only to
find that non-Britishers have dug themselves
in,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker:
them are there, after all ¢

Hon. J. CORNELL: It would not matter
it there were only two. This is & time for
plain dealing and for standing up for our
own people. Surely we are not going to
provide machinery by which our own men
will be disadvantaged by others who do not
helong to our race or country. The compla-
cency of the Britisher in regard to other
seetions of people in the world, who have
nothing in common with us, has too long
heen one of our characteristics.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Do not you think there
are any safeguards in the Bill?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The safeguard we
must give to those doetors who have gone
away on active service is to see that this
meagure operates only for the duration of
the war, and no longer. At the end of the
war all these cirenmstsnces shquld be re-
viewed.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker:
reviewed at any time.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Profiteering legis-
lation is brought down for the duration of
the war and six months after, and, if we
are going to legislate specially for nom-
Britishers, we should do so on a similar
hasis.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Why not send the

How many of

The law can be

=- forrigners to the war and retain onr- own

men?
Hon. J. CORNELL:
nllowed them in at all.
Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: They are already

I would not have

in.
Hon. J. CORNELL: Too many of them
Tiave heen allowed in.
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Hou. H. 8. W. Parker: Only two of them.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Are two men going to
save the situation?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Aceording to Mr.
Parker, this legislation has been brought
down for the sake of two people. He said
that only two persons were involved. One
question transcends the shortage of doetors,
and that is the prineiple to which I have re-
ferred. The only condition on which I will
support this Bill is that it is made a war
measure.

Hon C. P. Baxter:
months after the war{

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not feel in-
¢lined to throw open the door at all to non-
Britishers.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. CORNELL: I have seen enoungh
of them. Those whom we are fighting to-
day would not do this sort of thing. We are
legislating to accommodate men who have
come from enemy countries. We owe an
obligation to our own medical men who
have volunteered for war service, and made
a great monetary sacrifice by so doing.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Charity begins at
hame.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Once the non-
Britishers drive in the wedge, they will he
hard to get rid of.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Their representatives
here, the medieal men, are prepared to
admit a limited number of non-Britishers.

Hon. J. CORNELL: To whom does the
hon. member refer?

Hon. H. Tuckey: To the doctors who
alveady belong to the State.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Doctors repeatedly
say, “Wlhy do you not go to your own kind%”

Hon. J. CORNELL: The House should
deal warily with the situation. For the sake
of an immediate advantage, we should not
grab with both hands something that will
probably work to our disadvantage. I will
reserve my decision until 1 ascertain that
this Bill will definitely be made a war men-
sure. It must be reconsidered by Parliament
at the end of the waxr. Tt is all very well for
Mr. Parker to say it ecan be reviewed &t any
time, He changes his opinion as often as
he ehanges his coat.

The Honorary Minister: Tt can only op-
erate for 12 months,

To operate for six
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Hon. J. CORNELL: I bave been long
enough in Parlinment to know that the only
certain way to ensure a review of legisla-
tion by Parliament is to put a siring on it,
and make it a temporary measure. Those
who are responsible for its administration
can then ask Parliament to re-enact it
When the time comes the whole situation
can be reviewed, and Parliament can decide
whether this legislation should remain on the
statute-book., I hope a siring will be at-
tached to the Bill, although I do not feel
inclined to support it in any event.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.42] : T regret the occasion for the intro-
duection of this Bill. We all realise the seri-
ous condition that prevails in eertain
country distriets, as well as in hospitals
there, owing to the searcity of medical men.

Hon, C. B. Williams: Is there any short-
age of solicitors in the eonntry?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Perhaps the hon.
member——

The PRESIDENT: I ask the hon. mem-
ber to confine himself to a discussion upon
the Bill, and not to he drawn away by inter-
jeetions.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I should like fo
have explained for the hbenefit of the hon.
member——

The PRESIDENT: The explanation
would prohably have no hearing upon the
Bill.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: He was referring
to the searcity of legal men.

The PRESIDENT: I would prefer the
hion. member to confine his attention to the
Bill.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: A diffieult posi-
tion has avisen in the ecountry districts. But
for that, in all probability this Bill would
not have heen brought down. The exigen-
cies of the cirenmstances and the erisis
through which we are passing have led to
the introduetion of {he measure.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: What ocenrred dur-
ing the last way?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The same diffi-
culty did not then avise. We were able to
cope with the sitmation then. The strain
upon people in the country disirietz is
ereater on this areasion and more marked
than it was Auring the last war. Because
we are practically at the end of the session,
no opportunity has heen afforded to mem-

{COUNCIL.]

bers to comsider this important Bill as
deeply as would have been the case had it
come down earlier, It has come before us
at practically the eleventh hour. Notwith-
standing that, we should do our best to deal
with the situation, Whilst the Medieal
Board appointed under the principal Act
will have certain authority under this mea-
sure, it appears to me that it would be wise
to give special congideration to Paragraph
(a) of Subelause (2) of Clause 3. That pro-
vision in the Bill reads

(2) Where any area is declared by a pro-
elamation under this seetion to be a region the
hoard shall, subject to this section, issue a cer-
tifieate of regional registration in the pre-
seribed form in respect of that region to a
person who proves to the satisfaction of the
hoard that he—

(a) has passed through a regular graded
course of medical study of five or
more years duration in a school of
medicine in some part of the British
Empire or some other country—

Then various other requirements are set out.
I draw particular attention to the words “or
some other country.” That phrase leaves
the position very open. Those members who
have travelled in certsin parts of Enrope
must be eonscious of the fact that in some of
the countries, the qualifieations required of
medical men are not of the high standard
esgentinl in British countries or in accord-
ance with the reruivements of the British
Medical Association.

The Honorary Minisler: That would not
apply to Austria.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I am not favour-
ably inclined to the suggestion that such
open power shall be vested in the hoard, for
these doctors should not be employed in the
counfry distriets unless the board is ahso-
lutely satisfied that the doetor possesses
gualifienfions that would warrant his regis-
tration.

The Chief Secretary: Why did vou not
¢note the remainder of the elanse you have
mentioned, because that point is dealt with?

Hon, J, NICHOLSOXN: I thonght T had
made the point clear regarding some Envo-
pean qualifications not being of the high
standard vequired by British universities and
by the BM. A T know that there are some
centres in Europe to which many doctors o
for study and to serure degrees, but in other
parts the standard is not so high,

The Honorary Minister: That point can
be dealt with under the Bill, which makes
the necessary provision.
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 do not thiok the
position is sufficiently safegnarded. An im-
portant point was raised regarding the dura-
tion of the legislation which has not been in-
troduced under ordinary conditions but
under stress of war conditions.

Hon. L. Craig: Not alone; nof by any
means!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That being so, we
must appreciate the demand that has arisen
for the services of medical men in many of
our country districts owing to so many doe-
tors having enlisted for active service.

Hon. A. Thomson: That applies to some
of the doctors, but others have taken up eity
practices,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : There is a great
dearth of medical men at present, and we
should ensure that those who have given
their serviees to the country in connection
with the war, shall not suffer through their
positions being filled by doctors who will he
registered under this legislation.

The Hororary Minister: But they can
continue for only 12 months under the pro-
visions of the Bill. .

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The position
would be best safegnarded if the operations
of the Bill were to be confined to the dura-
tion of the war.

Hon. A. Thomson: I am willing to agree
to that.

Hobp. J. NICHOLSON : I am glad to have
that assurance hecause it will enable me,
subject to what I have said about Clause 3,
to support the second reading of the Bill.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [5.51]: I sup-
port the second reading of the Bill, which
is in the interests of the country people.
Had there not been an acute shortage of
doctors in the country districts, the Bill
would not have been introduced. Everyone
must admit the desirability of admitting cer-
tain doetors, foreign or otherwise, in order
to cope with present day requirements,
I trust the Bill will be considered promptly
in Committee so that we may clear up some
. of the poeints to which reference has been
made.
not think its duration for the period of the
war and six months afterwards will be quite
long enongh, particularly when we remember
the length of time it took to repatriate our
men after the 1914-18 war.

Hon. J. Cornell: We could rve-enact the
measure.

It is a war-time measure, and T do”
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Hon. G. B. WOOD: Many of these for-
eign or refugee doctors are specialists, not
altogether suited to the work of a general
practitioner in the country areas. Perhaps
some course c¢ould be provided to enable
them to fit themselves for the task.

Hon. L. Craig: The Bill contains a provi-
sion for that purpose.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am glad of that,
and have pleasure in supporting the Bill.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West} (5.53]: I
am surprised ag the tone of the debate. One
wounld think the Bill was introduced in the
interests of the doctors. Nothing of the
sort, There is an acute shortage of doctors
throughonut the country centres.

The Honorary Minister: And in the city
a5 well.

Hon. A. Thomson:
to the country.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes; the Honorary
Minister has not read the Billl The Bill
is not & war measure. The acute shortage
of medical men in the country areas is partly
due to the war, but the main explanation ig
to be found in depressed prices for rural
products and poverty in the country areas.
Doctors are not willing to stay in the coun-
try.

Hon, J. Cornell: Do you mean to tell me
that these people will be prepared to put
up with those eonditions for very long? Not
on your life!

Member: They are wiiling,

Hon. L. CRAIG: Doctors have left the
rural areas because they could not earn a
sufficient income and were not prepared to
aecept the subsidy of £800 granted hy the
Goverbment. They could do better else-
where. If there are doctors who are fully
trained and are approved by the medieal
bhoard—that point seems to have been over-
looked by some members, namely, that these
doctors in question have to be approved
by the medical hoard—as being men of
repute and capacity, why should we not make
use of their services? Why should we leave
thé country districts without the sceviees of
medical men merely becanse of a prejudice
against foreigners? We would be wanting
in our Auty to our own people if we did
not take advantage of the opportunity to
provide that necessary attention. The argu-
ment has been advanced that a guarantee of
£600 is insufficient and that it should be

The Bill applies only
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raised to £L,O4 a year. Why a close
corporation such as the medical association
should be granted a guarantee, T cannot
understand. We do not guarantee the in-
comes of architeets or dentists,

The Honorary Minister: Or Jumpers.
HHon. G. Frazer: Or solicitors.
Hon, G. B, Wood: Or farmers.

Hon, L. CRALG : T fail to appreciate why
it should be necessary to provide sueh a
large guarantee,  We know that the farners
are hard uap, and chat applies to other people
as well. When they know that the doetor is
zaaranteed £1,000 a year, they will conzider
that the position amounts to the provision
ol a free social serviee, and the impression
will he ereated among the country people
ihat they will not he expected to pay for
medical serviees.

Hon. A. Thomsou: And they will think
that the doctor should go to them, and not
they to the doctor.

¥on. L. CRAIG: 1 hope the Hounse will
deal with the Bill sericusty. I do not think
doctors should he treated differently from
those nssociated with other professions. [n
those instances where a medieal man has
left a country district in order to go on
active serviee, we should see that when he
returns from the war he will be ahle to go
hack to his district,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Tf he desires to
do so.

Hon. L. CRAIG: 1 do not see auxthing
wrong with the Bill, whieh 1 regard as
necessary. I hope it will he ngreed to and
that the interests of the country people
will be protected.  Why should this mono-
potistie trade-union, which after all is what
the medieal profession amounls to, he
ueeorded hetter treatment than that extended
to other scetions of the community? The
pblie is entitled to fair treatment. T sap-
port the second rending of the Bill,

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) [3.5G]: ¥ understand that the spon.
sor of the Bill is willing fo add a provision
to the effcet that the Act shall continue dur-
ing the period of the war and for six months
afterwards. If that is done, this will not be a
question of logislating in the interests of
forcigners hut in the interests of the women
ardl children in the country districts, The
Bill, as it stands, places supreme power in
the hands of a bonrd which need not grant

[COUNCIL.!

a permit to any applicant it does not »on.
sider fit to be entrusted with the duties
agsoeiated with o medieal practice in the
eouutry areas. Not only in Australia bhut
in almost every other conntry there is a sur-
plus of doctors in the eities and a great
deficiency of doctors in country distriets.
That is one of the difficulties that will have
to be taken into consideration when the war
s over. There is no doubt that lack of
medieal attention in the ecuntry distriets is
one of the factors that make it hard to live
in the rural areas and one of the elements
that force all the ills of eentralisation upon
us. I shall certainly sapport the second
reading of the Bill. I do not intend to
enter npon a debate on the issue raised by
My, Cornell, but 1 zhould like to place on
reeer the fact that 1 do not share the anti-
pathy to foreigners that he has so vehemently
expressed nor am I preparved to accept the
sugeestion that such an antipathy to foreign-
ers is in accord with the best traditions and
high characteristies of the British people.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[5.58] : After listening to the debate, I feel
I ean support the Bill heeause of the safe-
guards to which attention has already been
drawn and whieh I think should prove
adequate to meet the situation. I desire to
deal with the aspeet mentioned by Sir Hal
Colebatch regarding people living in the
outhaek areas who have not enjoved ade-
quate medical provisions in the past. In
Australia people often wonder why the
population congrezates in the cities. Mem-
hers representing country constituencies
know various veasons indicating why it is
so. Nome of the principal reasons ave
school faeilities, hospital faeilities and
mediecal attention. The health of our
people residing in outlying country and
mining centres is just as important as is
the health of people living in the eity; bat
too often we find that certain doctors in
outlying centres have outlived their use-
fulness, They are not up-to-date in their
profession; yet they ave inflicted on coun-
try people. We will all agree that that has
been so in times past. We ourselves ave to
Hame, beeanse, in spite of what Mr. Craig
says, the medieal profession is vastly dif-
ferent from other professions. Tt shonld
not be regarded as a means of makiug
money.
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Hon. L. Craig: But it 1.

Hon. E. M. HEENAXN: In my opinion,
the medical profession should be socialised.
Before qualifying as a dootor, a person
must pass through a long period of expen-
sive training. Judging by the financial
standards of the day, I should say that a
doetor who is sent to practise in places
such as Laverton, Teonora or Esperanee
should receive at loast £1,000 a year. As
long as doetors are offered a guarantee of
only £600 per year, we shall be unable to
get the more highly qualified members of
the profession to go to country distriets.
Nor can the best class of people be in-
duced to settle in these outlying distriets.
The moment they make a rise, instead of
remaining in the distriect and helping to
build it up, they come to the city where
their children ean attend decent schools
and obfain better hospital and medieal at-
tention. T would like to have been assured
that the Bill has the approval of the
B.ALA., beeause the snhjeet is one upon
which we are seareely competent fo ex-
press an opinion. Mr. Nicholson has pointed
out that in various European countries the
standard set is not as high as that which
prevails in the British Empire, nor have
the foreign doctors the high ethics that
are inculeated in our Universities. That
aspect must be regarded with cave, beeguse,
when all is said and done, the medieal pro-
fession is vital to the welfare of the com-
munity. We should be extremely carefn)
not to do anything to lower the high standard
it has always maintained in Australia.

HON, W. J. MANN (South-West) [6.4]:
Regarding the safegnards with respect to
the gqualifications of the medical men it is
proposed to appoint to regional distriets, I
have no quarrel. Those safeguards are suffi-
cient to ensure that a man so appointed will
he competent. I am, however, a little scep-
tieal about the Bill. It is to he of a tempor-
ary nature and I am glad that Mr. Thomson
has intimated he is agreeable that the Bill
shall have force for the duration of the war
and a short period theveafter. But the Bill, as
1 vead it, definitely indicates that it is in-
tended these men may heeome permanent.
Clause 2 provides—

Any person who satisfies the baard that he

i« n person of good fame and character and
who has held a certificate of regional registra-

{901
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tion . . . for a period or periods aggregating
geven vears , . . . shall be entitled to bo regis-
tered a9 a medical practitioner.

Apparently, this regional registration is
merely a preliminary stage to general recog-
nition, hecause the Bill provides that a man
shall he entitled to registration.

Hon. A. Thomson: Only in the country.

Hon, W. J. MANN: T wish to refer to
something which sometimes troubles me. It
has a distinct bearing on the question of em-
ployment. I am heginning to wonder what
wili be the position of the next generation
in, say, another 23 years regarding the
foreigners in onr State. One has only to
walk down the main street of Perth to-day
to see not one but dozens of establishments
manned by foreigners. They employ no
Britishers, and in a few ycars—unless our
people wake up to the position and take a
stronger stand—our grandchildren will be
the hewers of wood and drawers of water
for these foreigners.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is obvious.
HHon. W. J. MANN: The same thing is

ocenrring in country districts. Foreigners
are heing gradually and insidiously intro-
duced there. In the wonderful distriet of
which T am a representative, the South-West,
aliens are coming in and forming little
groups. The foreigner is well cntrenched
in the potato industry. He has been in the
timber industry for many years; he is be-
coming un employer and employs only his
own foik. 1 admit that this has no direct
bearing on the Bill, but I mention it so that
extreme earc may Dbe exercised in the ap-
pointment of these rvefugee doctors, I do
not know how Clause 2 will square up with
the propossl that the Bill shall have foree
only for the duration of the war and six
months—or whatever the extra period may
bo—thercafter. I am  quite in agree-
ment with the necessity for obtaining medi-
cal gttention in our country distriets.

Hon. C, B. Williams: How far are those
distriets from the biggest hospital in the
State?

Hon. W. J. MAXN: Some are a consider-
able distance, I was im a town in the
Sonth-West district this week and noted that
the hospital was eclosed because a doctor
could not be found for the distriet. T sup-
port the Bill on the understanding that it
will be for the duration of the war.
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THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) [6.10]: In supporting the
Bill, I ean testify to the serious shortage of
doctors in eountry districts. There is also a
shortage of doctors for the working eclasses
in the metropolitan area.

Hon. €. B. Williams: That is the Govern-
ment’s fault. It has not done its duty.

The HONQRARY MIXNISTER: That
shortage is caused by the war, as so many
of our doctors are joining the military
forces. One speaker asked whether the posi-
tion in that respect was different from what
it was during the last war. In my opinion,
many more doctors are joining the army on
this occasion. Members who saw the militia
marching to-day must have noticed the tre-
mendous improvement caused by the train-
ing and feeding of the men and in the med-
ical attention provided for them. I consider
the militia to-day was the finest body of
men that has ever marched through Perth.

Members: Hear, hear!
Hon. T. Moore: Hold on!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
talking about the bearing of the men, their
drill and marching.

Houn, T. Moore:
years ago?

The PRESIDENT: Order! 1 ask the
Honorary Minister to confine his remarks to
the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Far
more attention is paid to the health of the
troops and they pass a much stricter medi-
cal examination. Consequently more doe-
tors are required in the defence forces.
There are not sufficient doctors at the
Perth and Fremantle hospitals to give the
patients reasonable medical attention.

Did you see the troops

Hon. L. Craig: But we are dealing now
with the country gdistricts.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
80. Refrrence is made in the Bill to junior
resident medical officers in hospitals. The
time is rapidly approaching when the ser-
vices of the refugee doctors will be required
in the metropolitan hospitals. I agree with
what Sir Hal Colebatch and Mr. Craig said
about the Bill not being designed to provide
jobs for doctors. It is introduced to meet
an urgent need for mediecal attention in
country distriets.

[COUNGIL.

Hon. A. Thomson:
the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER : From my
knowledge of the medical profession—I
know the feelings of our doctors towards
alien doctors—we can rest assured that the
Medieal Board will take every precaution to
ensure that only properly qualified refugee
doctors will he allowed to practise. Do not
forget this, there are refugee doctors to-day
in Australia from Vienna to whom our doc-
tors have paid as much as fifty guineas for
a lecture.

That is the object of

Question put and passed.
Biil read a second time,

In Committee.

Hen J. Cornell in the Chair;
Thomson in charge of the Bill.

Hon. A

Clause 1—agreed to.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Clause 2—agreced to.

Clause 3—Registration for the praectice
of medicine and surgery in certain areas:

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: To strengthen
the powers of the board, I move an amend-
mentf—-

That after the word ‘‘country’’ in paragraph
(a) of the proposed new Subsection (2), the
words ‘‘where the gualifications required for
medical practitioners of such country are such
as may be approved by the board’’ be in-
serted.

I realise that there is & proviso empowering
the board to refuse to grant any application
where, in its opinion, none of the applicants
is suitable to be the holder of a certifieate.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I cannot un-
derstand the hon. member’s action in moving
the amendment.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker:
< uite unnecessary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Sinee we
lave agreed to the prineiple of the Bill, I
cannot conceive of any more stringent con-
ditions than those imposed by paragraphs
(a), (b), and (e).

Amendment put and negatived.

The words are

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4, 5—agreed to.
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New clause—Duration:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 move—

That the followiug new clause be ingerted:—
“*Thig Act shall continue in force during the
continuanee of the war in whieh His Majesty
is at the commencement of this Act engaped
and for a period of six montha thereafter and
no jonger.’’

There would be nothing to hinder Parlia-
ment in continuing the legislation if it was
required after the termination of the war.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I question
whether the new clause is necessary, particn-
larly in view of the provisions of Clanse 3.
The Minister may cancel a certificate of re-
gional registration, and a certificate shall
have effect for only one year. Every year
the medical man would have to make appli-
cation for a regional certificate, and if in
the opinion of the board, a certificate should
not be granted on account of the return of
medical men from the war, it will not be
granted. There has been a great shortage
of medical men in the country, and that
shortage has not been created by the war
but has existed for a long fime.

The CHAIRMAN: A duration provision
was inserted in the Industries Assistanee
Act, which was introduced as a temporary
measure, and that legislation has been con-
tinued from year to year for a gquarter of
a century.

Hon. JF. J. HOLMES: If we insert the
new clanse, we shall do no harm, If we do
not insert it, the measure will become a per-
manent pieee of legislation and to repeal it
will require the approval of both Houses of
Parliament. To get such approval might be
a difficult matter. T support the new clause.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I see no good in the
new clause, and fear that it might do harm.
Would it be fair to the man who is to bhe
registered? He has to satisfy the board and
pass tests and serve what amounts to an ap-
prenticeship, and as soon as the war is over,
out he will go. As matters stand, the Bill
would cense fo exist. It contains all safe-
guards reasonably to be expected. The
man’s position is to be reviewed every year.
" 'We must he fair to these people.  Theay are
to do a job we badly want done. This is
not a Bill for the benefit of foreign doetors,
and we must not make the eonditions too
strinzent. T oppose the new clause.

Hon. 8ir HAL COLEBATCH: I do not
agree with the previons speaker at all. The
new clause merely means that six months
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after the war the present position will be
reverted to, and that it will then be for Par-
liament to decide what shall be done. Unless

* a Bill of this kind is enacted, the foreign

practitioner will not be permitted to praciise
at all. It is not to be expected that siz
months after the war all these men will -be
pushed out. We have to consider how to
provide doctors for our eountry districts.

Hon. G. FRASER : Unless we agree to the
new ecianse, the Minister might have to can-
cel all permits under the Bill. That posi-
tion would be obviated by the adoption of
the clause.

Hon. A, THOMSON: On the second read-
ing I said that I would aceept this provi.
sion, on the prineiple that half a loaf is bet-
ter than no bread. However, Mr. Craig’s
attitude is the correct one.

New clanse put and passed.

Bill reported with an amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH (RATING
APPEALS).

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly notifying that
it disagreed to two amendments made by
the Council, and giving reasons, now con-
sideved.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

No. 3. Clause 5:—Add at the end of
Subelanse (3) the words “and shall ba
recommended by the Barristers Board.”

The CHATRMAN: The Assembly’s rea-
sons for disagreeing to the Couneil's amend-
ments No. 3 and 4 are—

The amendments would prevent the appoint-
ment of a member to the board unless recom-
mended by certain specified organisations who
are in mo way responsible to the public of thia
State. .

The appointment of persoms to act In a
judicial capaeity iz a function, and the conse-
quent respensibility, of the Government.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : For the rea-
sons given by the Assembly, I move—
That the amendment be not insisted om.
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Hon. €. F. BAXTER: I hope the Com-
mittee will insist on the amendment. No
one has better knowledge of the position
than those whom the Biil calls upon to make
reconmuendations to the (Government, Three
or four names might be rocommended for
selection.  The personality of those men
mnight be such as to enable them to consider
rating appeals judicially.  In what way is
the appointment a responsibility of the Gov-
ernment? Why should the Minister have
power to make any appointment he pleases
so long as the appoinier is a member of a
particular association?  The municipality
has something {o lose by reduction of a
valnation below what it should he, and thus
is more closely eonecerned in the matter than
is the Government. We are drifting more
and more into a position where Ministers
control everything. How is the Minister
to know what is the best choice to make
trom the Institute of Valuers or the Bar-
risters Board, as against the knowledge pos-
sessed by the members of those boards?

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: You would get
the president of each board.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: T do not know that
the presidents of these hoards wonld aeeept
such positions.  As vegards the Barristers
Board, we have already agreed that a recom-
mendation must come from that hoard of a
legal man of not less than 10 years’ standing.
Ours was a vreasonable proposition and
there is no reason why we should give way.
We should stand firmly, and I urge the
Committee to insist upon the amendment.

Hon. H, 5, W. PARKER: The Minister
should fake the responsibility in making
an appointment. We should not relieve him
of that responsibility, and if T were a Min-
tster T would ohject to heing told by some
outside organisation what to do.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We had a long dis-
enssion on this elause, and I thought we
had arrived at an equitable compromise. We
considered that to leave in the word ‘‘nom-
inate’’ would be perhaps to usurp the
functions of the Minister, while ‘‘recom-
mend” would help the Minister to make
the eorrect choiee. The Government should
he glad of the opportunity of having
recommoendations  from  authorities best
qualified to make them. Then if the vecom-
mendation did not happen to be suitable it
would he possible to request that another
he made.

[COUNCIL.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The reason
for the Bill was that the City Council was
very dissatisfied with the provisions of the
Munieipal Corporations Aet as they exist at
the present time, particularly in regard to
the question of rating appeals, and the City
Couneil asked the (Government to bring
down this Bill to provide a better method.
The Government did so with the full con-
currence of the wmuniripal bodies. This
Chamber desired in the first place to take
the selection out of the hands of the Min-
ister or the Government by inserting in
the Bill that two members should be nom-
inated by the respective organisations.
Tater, in the words of Mr. Holmes, think-
ing that that was going too far, the Cham-
her decided to substitute ‘‘recommend’' for
““nominate.’’ My adviee is that there is
no difference between the two words. What
would happen if the time came for the ap-
pointment of members to those hoards?
Naturally the Minister would satisfy him-
self that the person to he nominated had
the requisite ¢ualifieations. I have no
douht that if the Minister was not satis-
fied with the rualificationa of those men
he would refer the nominations back to the
respective organisations. So that whether
the words go in or not I imagine that hoth
organisations will Be communiecated with.
Even if that were not so would it not be
the responsihility of the Minister to make
the appointment, and has he not to earry
the responsibility? Does not the same
thing apply with regard to every judieial
position? Take the appointment of a judge.
Does anyone sugpest that we should go to
the Law Saciety or the Barristers’ Board
or any other legal anthority with regard to
sueh an appointment? That has never been
suggested. Tt is the vesponsibility of the
Government.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I understood the
(Government aceepted the advice of the
Chief Justice.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no-
thing to say that the Government ‘‘shall.”’
I am inelined to think that the same pro-
cedure will be adopted here, and using the
argument of Alr. Baxter the Government
has just as much interest in this matter as
has the Citv Couneil Tf there is any com-
plaint with regard to what has heen done
in the past rezarding rating appeals, the
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Government has far more cause for com-
plaint than the City Council. I hope the
Committee will not insist on the amend-
ment. The reasons given by the Assembly
are sound, and I think members ean trust
the Minister in eharge to do the night thing.

Question put and a @ vision faken with
the following results:—

:\yeﬁ . . . . 1.
Noes . . .

-1 W

Majority for ..

[~

AVES,

Hon. W, J. Mann

Hon. G. W. Miles

Hon. T. Moore

Hon. H. S. W, Parker

Hon. A. Thomson

Hon. C. B. Williams

Hon. W, It, Hall
{Teiler.)

Hon, L. Craig

Hoa. J. M. Drew

Han, G. Fraser

Hon. E. H. Gray

Hon. E, M, Heepan
Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon, J, M, Macfarlane

NoES.,

Hon, C. F. Baxter
Hon. Bir Ha) Colebatch

Hon, H. L. Roache
Hon. G, B. Wood

Hon, J. J. Holmes Hon, ¥, Humersley
Hoa, J. Nicholson { Telter.)
Question  thus  passed: the Couneil’s

amendment not insisted on.

No. 4, Clause 5, subelause (4)}—Insert the
words “and recommended by that institute”
after the word “practice” in line 20.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly’s reason
for disagrecing with this amendment is simi-
lar to the veason applying to the previons
amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted om.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not insisted on.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accovdingly returned to the
Agsembly.

BILL—RESERVES (GOVERNMENT
DOMAIN).

Assembly's Messuge.

Message from the Assembly notifying thar
it had disagreed to the amendments made by
the Conneil now considered.

In Committee,

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chiet
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

No, 1. Clause 2—Delete all words after
the word “Act” in line 10, down to and in-
cluding the word “Schedule” in line 12,
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The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly’s rea-
sons for disagreeing to amendments Nos. 1,
2 and 3 are—

The reservation of the road should result in
any buildings erected on the Christian Brothers’
block having a suitalde western facade which
would he one of the frontages of the building.

A means of ingress would have to be pro-
vided in any case and o proclaimed road as
distinet from a path or roadway would confer
jurisdictinn on the City Council ‘and the Town
Planning Board to determine the suitability of
huildings fronting the proposed road.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The reasons
submitted by the Assembly are the reasons
I gave when I obhjected to the Council’s
amendments. T have no further argument
to add except to say that it is unreasonahle
for the House to want to tie the hands of
those who are responsible for buildings on
this particular reserve and to insist on such
huildings being erected without provision be-
ing made for a rondway at the place recom-
mended.  The recommendation of the joint
committee should be given effect to and I
hope the Couneil will not instst on its amend-
ment. T move—

That the nmendment be not insisted on.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: At the end of last
session Parlinment appointed a joint cotn-
mittee which gove ecaveful attention to the
seleetion of a site for Government buildings.
Oune of the most important recommendations
of the Committee was that no land should
be purchased for a Government building and
another was that onc chain of land as speei-
fied in the plan shonld be excised from the
castern end of the Government Domain for
the purpose of a road to serve the buildings
to be erected. That is the point where the
Jand joins the Christian Brothers’ property.
If the Couneil's amendment is insisted upon
and  agreed to, we shall find buildings
crected on a block of land with no roadway
on cither side, unless those who favour this
amendment are of the opinion that there
should he a road between Government House
and the QGovernment buildings. Bat surely
no hon. memher wonld want a road running
#0 close to Government House! Means of
ingress and egress to the buildings will be
necessary and in no other way can such pre-
vision be made than by the setiing aside of
this piece of land for a road. If that is not
agreed to the responsible officers will be in
the awkward position of planning buildings
as if there were a road in existence without
knowing whether such a road will ever be
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approved. The proposed road will separate
the new Government baildings from the
Christian Brothers’ property. If there is
no road there will be np-to-date Governmensy
buildings looking into the baek yard of the
Christian Brothers’ property. The Cbristian
Brothers are not likely to erect buildings on
the western side of their property facing the
Government Domain if there is no outlet.- T
hope the House will alter its previous deci-
sion and perceive the advisability and abso-
Iute necessity for this road.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I am afraid
there has been a misunderstanding abont
this matter. I do not oppose the provision
of a road where such is deemed necessary,
but in answer to certain questions I submit-
ted, the Government had not the foggiest
notion whether a road would be wanted or
what it would cost. Obviously sueh a road
is not yet necessary. Further we have been
fold that no bnilding will be erected on that
end of the reserve for some years. I object
to making it a law of the country that a
road shall be established at a place where it
may never be necessary. The effect would
be that a road would exist and perhaps the
Town Planning Board would permit the
Christian Brothers’ block to be cut up with
a frontage to the statutory road. If that
were done, someone would have to build the
road and that would be the City Council,
and the road would be built for the henefit
of the purchasers or the present owners of
the Christian Brothers’ property and would
be of no advantage to the Government,. We
are asked to agree to this road so that the
Government buildings will not overlook the
backs of houses, but if there are no back-
yards on this street there will be backyards
on the Vietoria Avenue side. That is obvi-
ous if the width is considered. If the pro-
perty is subdivided there cannot be houses
facing each way without a slum area being
crented. The houses must face Vietoria
Avenue or this new street. There is only a
99ft. width.

Hon. L. Craig: I think it is more than
that.

Hon. H. 3. W. PARKER: It is 331.8
links; that is, three chains. The buildings
in the street would be very small.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Who said houses
would be buniit?

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: The main
point is that we are told a road is not
wanted at present.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Who told you that?

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: We have been
told throughout the debate.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: By whom? )

Hon. H. S. W. PAREER: Everybody.
YWhen the hon. member spoke I understood
him to say that he made a condition that the
first buailding would be on the western end.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That does not demon-
strate that no road is wanted.

Hon, H. 5. W, PARKER: It is not
wanted at once for the purposes of ingress
and egress as stated in the Assembly's reas-
ons for disagreeing to the Council’s amend-
ment.

The Chief Secretary: Will
wanted? That is the point.

Hon. H. 8. W. PAREER: Never. To
make a road you have to bunild up an em-
hankment and make = cotting. That is
what happened in Vietoria-avenue. No road
will he bailt in our time.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Will the world come
to an end when you do?

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER: It will so far
as I am concerned. I see no object in foremng
a road upon the municipality, and later on
a Bill having to he brought down perhaps
to close it. Let us see how things develop

it ever be

and then decide where the road shonld be
placed.
Hon. L. CRAIG: T hope the Committee

will insist upon its amendment. I have been
over the site on four separate occasions. It
is my hope that some day the Christian
Brothers’ property will be acquired by the
Government.

The Chief Secretary: From what source is
the money to come?

Hon. L. CRAIG: No buildings will be
erected on the east end of the proposed site
for at least fifty vears, seeing that the first
huildings will be ecrected on the western end.
It would be unwise to declare a road at pre-
sent. Such a thoroughfare wonld provide
neithor ingress or egress to the ground he-
eause of the bix drop in the levels. The
road can be put in when the necessity arises.
It would be ridienlous to have two main
thoroughfares within 66 yards of each other.

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: The Committee
made & mistake when it amended the Bill.
The joint committee ingnired fully into the
whole question, and decided that, provided
eight acres of land were available, no re-
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sumption would be required. The reasons
given by the Assembly for disagreeing with
our amendment explain the position. A road
must he built leading into the Government
property. If then buildings are erected on
the Christian Brothers’ land, the frontages
will face the new road and not Victoria-
avenue, The joint committee decided that
the road should be constructed, and that to
begin with the buildings should be erected
on the western end of the bloek. I admit
that at the outset I was epposed to the
selection of this site.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: So was 1.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: But after hearing
the evidence and inquiring fully into the
matter, my colleagues and I came to a unan-
imous decision. I hope the Committee will
endorse our recommendations and agree to
the construetion of the road.

Hon. H. 8. W. PAREER: I draw at-
tention to Section 7 of the Town Planning
and Development Act, which lays down that
in the case of all buildings, whether ugly or
otherwise, the final decision rests with the
Minister,

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. . .. .. 16
XNoes .. . .- . n 6
Majority for .. .. 1o
AYES.
Hon. C. F. Raxter Hon. W. H. Kiison
Hon, J, M. Drew Hon. W. I, Mann
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. T. Moore
Hon E. H. Gray Hon. H. L., Roche
Hon. w_E. Hall Hon. A. Thomson
Hon, ¥V, Hamoraley Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. K. M. Heennn Hon. G. B. Wond
J. Holmes Hon. G, W, Miles

. Hon,J. T,
. {Telirr.)

Noea.
Hon. H. 8, W. Parker
Hon. H. Tuckey

Hon. Sir Hal Colebaich
(Teller

Hon. L. Craag
Hon, J. M. Mactarlane
Hon. J. Nicholaon

Ouestion  thus  passed:  the - Couneil's

amendinent not insisted on.

© " The CHAIRMAN: Amendments Nos, 2
and 3 are conseguential npon Amendment
No. 1. Members by not insisting npon the
first amendment, have restored the Bill to its
original form.

Resolntion 1'e':p0rt(’d, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returined to the
Assembly.
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MOTION--RAILWAY SERVICE,
SUPERANNUATION.

Debate resumed from the 20th November
on the following motion by Hon. Sir Hal
Colebateh (Metropolitan)—

That in the opinion of this House it is de-
sirable that the Government give consideration
to the eases of those railway ex-employees who
were in the serviee prior to 1905, several of
whom are in straitened circumstances,

HON. J, J. HOLMES (North) [8.48]: At
the oniset I wish to make it elear that I am
catively opposed to the motion, and before I
conclude my remarks I bope I shall have eon-
vineed other members to a like point of view,
1 have given this matfer very serious con-
sideration, and I am af a loss to understand
why Sir Hal Colebateh ever introduced the
motion at this stage. I eannot find any ob-
jeetive that he has in view, unless T am un-
kind cnough to say that it is to put some
othor members in an awkward position,
However, that is the only conclusion I have
heen able to reach as to the one resnit to be
achieved by the passing of the motion, True,
we all have svimpathy with {he men Sir
ITat Colebateh said he had known for 35
vears, men whe are now, according to the
molion, in straitened c¢ivenmstances. Ouar
s¥mpathy and this motion will not get those
men anywhere. T think that a lot of harm
has been done by the motion already. Un-
fortunately, fhere are many people who
Ao not know the difference hetween an
abstrnet proposition and an Act of Parlia-
ment,  Some scem to think that Parliament
ean do anvthing, that it has merely to ecarry
a motion and the end is accomplished. T
believe a Jot of these ex-railway men are of
that epinion.

The saddest part of this matter is that
ever sinee the motion was placed before the
House, night after night, day after day,
several aged men have heen in the gallery—
I felt sorry for them—waiting presumably
for their pension that Sir Hal Colebatch’s
motion was to obtain for them. I regard it
a5 a mistake to create sach an impression
capecially at the present juneture. On one
or two ecceasions I felt inclined to go up to
the gallevy and explain the position to those
men. I may have known them 35 or 40 years
agn, hut T eertainly do not remember their
faces now. To put those elderly men to the
inconvenience of eoming here day after day
and night after night, in the belief that they
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were {o set their pensions, whereas no one
knows better than the mover of the motion
they have no hepe of seturing i even if
the motion were approved, is wrong. What
mystifics ine is that Sir Hal was in Parlia-
wment from 1912 te 1927—T hopw T am
correct in my recollection

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: Tt was until
1923, not 1927,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Then that repre-
sents a period of 11 years. Notwithstanding
that fact, throughout lhat period Sir 1lal
was a Minister of the Crowa for a consider-
able time.  Me held different portfolios in
Ministries and was at one time Premier of
the State. Notwithstanding that, during the
period T have mentioned, and knowing the
position of these men fur se many years, Sir
Hal ¢id not turn hand or foot, so far as |
can ascertain, to remedy what he now
considers are their grievances. He comes
to  1arliament with the motion under
discussion and his justifieation for his
action is apparently to be found in a recom-
mendation of a select committee of another
place.  If the hon. member will east his
memory back over his term of Ministerial
office and his association with the Parlia-
ment of this State, and recollects the select
committees and Royal Commissions that have
been appointed, he will prohably agree that
little notiee was ever taken of those inquiries.
Onpe with which T was associated—an in-
guiry into the Peel Estate—would have
saved the State £1,000,000. No notice wau
taken of the recommendations of that select
committee. However, Sir Hal Colebatch
bases his motion on the recommendation of
a select committee of the Legislative Assem-
bly. So far as T ean remember, the advice
of the hest legal aunthovities this State ever
had is against the proposal.

I entered Parliament in 1897. The mo-
tion refers to matters dating hack to 1805,
In the dayvs I mention, the Government
Railway Workshops were at Fremantle.
The railway men were responsible for plac-
ing me in Parliament. In time T hecame
Minister for Railways, or rather Commis-
sioner of Railways, for at that time there
was a general manager. In 1901, when T
held that office, if these men had any right
to & pension, I was then in the mood, and
wonld have had the desire, to see that thev
secured what they were entitled to. The
railway men never raised the question, xo

[COTUNCIL.]

tar as 1 can remember. They were not
under the Arbitration Aet in those days; I
do not think that legislation was passed
until 1002,  There were the salaried staff
and the wages staff. The salaried staff
worked seven davs a week and zll hours day
and night. Tt was boom time then, and the
salaried staff received no remuneration other
than their salaries. The wages staff secured
their wages and they were paid overtime for
all excess work they did, So far as I can
remember, one set had wages plus overtime
and no pension; the others had salaries, no
overtime, and pensions.  True, the railway
men had grievances galore. 1 admit that.
There was a strike but we got over that aifti-
cilty. T remedied all their grievances so
Tar ax T eould. T cannot vecall to mind that
the question of pensions was ever raised.
It seoms to me that in those days the men
selected wages plos  overtime——certainly
wages were nothing like what they are now
—and that was the accepted position. Now
we find that Sir Hal Colebatech wakes up,
about 35 vears later, and claims that the
ex-railway men are entitled to pensions.
My answer to that is that if they were so
entitled, they shouid have secured that right
vears &go when he was in office and had an
opportunity to make the necessary provi-
sion.

I can only say that I even now capnot
understand why the motion has been intro-
duced at this stage. It has formulated
ideas in the minds of these aged men that
ean never be hrought to fruition. T think,
especially in view of what is deseribed as
their straitened circumstances, it is a very
wicked thing te do— something that T, with
all my peculiarities, would not he guilty of
deing. I admit I have had a good many
fichts in this Hou~e, but even my enemies,
if 1 have any, will admit that I have always
tried to play the game.  Anything I have to
say, I say to the Ministers oceupying the
Treasury bench—not behind their backs. I
have never attacked civil servants who are
not here to protect themselves, except that
I recolleet on two occasions, ¥ attacked an
Agent-General-—not Sir Hal Colebateh, hut
Sir James Connolly—heeanse I was perfectly
satisfied he had taken up an attitude that
ought to he exposed. Apart from thaf, T have
always played the game. In bringing for-
ward the motion at this juneture, I do not
think Sir Hal haz played the game. T do
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not think that the interests of the men 2en.
cerned are being advanced hy the motien.
T cannot he a party to it. T oppose the
motion,

HON. C. F, BAXTER (East) [8.58]: 1
shall not oecupy much time in addressing
mysclt to the question, but I wish to draw
the attention of members to the wording of
the motion in which Sir Hal Colebatch sug-
gests that the Government should give con-
sideration to the “cases of those railway ex-
employees whe were in the serviee prior to
1905”°—I always had in mind that the year
was 1904—*zeveral of whom are in strait-
ened cirenmstances.” The point is cmbodied
in the Jast portion [ have quoted. T am not
going lo pose as an expert on the rights ov
wrongs of the issue as to whether these men
are entitled to pensions. Apparently the
Government thinks otherwise. What I do
know is that I come in contact with 2 fair
number of men who have spent a lifetime
in the Government service, and some of
these, as Sir Hal Colebateh points out, arc
in straitened cireumstances. It might not be
a matter of following striet vights; I take it
the motion means that the Government should
give some consideration and some assistance
to men who served the State for such & long
period. They were about the only employees
engaged in the Government service in 1904
who did not enjoy pensions. Although they
were paid overtime, there were other em-
ployees who were paid overtime and who,
on retiring, received pensions. I vegard the
natter from the humane standpoint. The
State has had the service of a lifetime from
these men. They worked alongside others
who were on the salaried staff and who re-
ceived pensions. If there is any way of giv-
ing assistanee to these ex-employees, it
should be given.

The Chief Secretary: Would yon suggest
that we should make distinctions?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No, but there ar:
ways of making allowances. Take the list
of compassionate allowances appearing in
all our returns.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Would youn give an
allowanee to every branch of the publie ser-
vice? .

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: There were very
few, apart from the railway wages men, en-
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gaged in 1904, whe were not entitled to a
pension. I shall support the motion hoping
that if a way ean be found to help these
people im straitened circumstances, some-
thing will be done.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [9.2]: Up to
the present stage I agree with much of what
Mr. Holmes has said. Since I have been
in Parliament this is the second occasion
on whieh the matter has heen brought be-
fore the House, and on hoth oceasions 1
have been satisfied that the aetion taken
wonld not carry us one step further to-
wards reaching the objective desired by the
ex-railway employees. It seems to me that
these men are only being fooled by motions
such as this.  Therefore, to a point, I
agree with the remarks made hy Mr.
Holmes. I think it entirely wrong that
any move should be made to raise false
hopes in people when there is no possi-
hility, even if the motion is carried, of those
hopes heing realtsed. The motion is noth-
ing but a pious resolution. However, I
ngree on prineiple thet these men ought to
receive pensions, and for that reason I shall
support the motion. At the same time 1
regret that these men are being fooled by
the introduction of the motion. As an ex-
publie servant, I naturally have great sym-
pathy, particularly with the wages section
of the service. I eannof understand why a
distinction should be made between the
salaried men and the wages men.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: In those days it was
a question of overtime.

Hon. (+. FRASER: Never mind the over-
time. I consider that the wages section is
more entitled to a pension than is the
salaried seetion. Generally the wages man
is on a lower rate of pay, and the salaried
man has always received privileges that
the wages man did not enjoy. In support-
ing the motion, I repeat that I regard it as
heing purely a pions resolution, and I re.
gret that a pious resolution of the kind
shonld be brought before the Chamber. 1
hope no other member will make a move in
this direction unless there is some chance
of achieving suceess. I am in sympathy
with the prineiple of paying pensions to
these employees, and for that reason I shall
support the motion.
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HON. J. CORNELL (Sonth) [9.5]: This
question might well be described as inter-
minable—n sort of Kathleen Mavourneen.
It is a matter that could he assented to only
by the Governor. (iovernmenis of several
political brands have refused to consider
the question of pensions to these men. I
do not join in any condemnation of Sir Hal
Colebateh for moving the motion; in fact, I
commend him. There ave three old sayings
of which T might remind members—hope
springs eternal in the human breast, faith
may remove mountains, and while there is
life there is hope. There is the side of the
men aetunlly affected. 1 believe that hefore
long some eonsideration will he given to the
few ex-employees who ave left. Year after
year numhers of them are gathered to their
fathers and not many are left. Whenever
anvhody eomes to me as a suppliant I al-
ways endeavour to place mygelf in the
position of the suppliant and consider him
as the giver. These men are bopeful that
some consideration will he given to them
in their declining years, and nobody can
blame them for being hopeful. If we were
in their place, we would probably be living
in hope. I do not blame Sir Hal for having
taken up the eundecls on behalf of these
men. It ennnot be said that they never had
a ease. We all know that compassionate
allowances have heen granted in eertain
cases. I .could guote men in the miners'
settlement—econsitituents and fellow work-
men of ming—who, in a sense, through
techniealities,‘ missed the benefits of the
Miners' Phthisis Aet and the MMine
Workers’ Reliet Act. Mr. Williams is
aware of that. The eases of those men were
viewed compassionately and they were given
consideration. The taxpayers have con-
tribated these allowanees over a  period.
though in law the men had no case. One
who is in receipt of such assistance is a
widow, an old friend of mine.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Wherve does the money
come from?

"Hon. J. CORYELL: From Consolidated
Revenue. Consideration was extended to
these men beeause their working days were
over and the grave was almost open before
them. T commend the Government for hav-
ing given them consideration,

The Chief Secvetary: There is no analogy
beiween those eases and the ecases of the
ex-employees mentioned in the motion.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. J. CORNELL: There is.
The Chief Secretary: Not the slightest.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I maintain that there
is & close analogy. I have no desire to get
into holts of a party sort, but I know that
compassionate allowances have been made by
Governments in this State that would not
hear very close investigation. Of the men
mentioned in the motion, there cannot be
many, and T hope sympathetic eonsideration
will be given to them. If at all possible, they
should he given finaneial help to ease their
position in the evening of their lives. For
over 20 years I have heen a member of the
State Exeeuntive of the R.S.L., and in season
and out of season we have sought for addi-
tional eoncessions and further consideration
for ex-gervice men who had not the requisite
gualifications under the Repatriation Act,
That body succeeded in getting the Com-
mohwealth Government to give recognition
io men who did not come within the existing
provisions of the law. I hope that even
now the State Government will find a way
to give consideration to these ex-employees
and thus bring s little more hrightness into
their lives.

HON. T. MOORE (Centiral) [9.13]}: T had
no desire to speak on the motion becauvse it
has been so well threshed out through the
years that every member must fullv under-
stand the position. Efforts have been made
at -varions times to secure consideration for
these men. This, however, ix a ecleverly
worded motion. It means two things, end I
find it difficult to decide what the real mean-
ing is. It does not eall upon the Govern-
ment to give these men pensions; it proposes
that they he given consideration. I feel
positive that, irrespective of whether the mo-
tion is passed or negatived, the Government
will give consideration to anyone who is hard
up. The motion is peculiar. It begins—

That in the opinion of this House it is de-
sirable that the Government give conaideration
to the eases of those railway ex-emplovees who
were in the service prior to 1905 , , . .

If Sir Hal Colebateh had stopped theve, the
motion would have been definite. Tt wounld
have meant that the men listening to this de-
hate to-night would have had their ease pre-
sented. But the motion goes further and
ereates  another set of cirenmstanees. Tt
savs—

e e ‘soroml of whom are in straitened vir-
ritmstances,
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What I want Sir Hal Colebateh to state
clearly is whether he asks for pensions for
all these men, or consideration for men who
are in straitened cireumstanees. The motion
is remarkably indefinite, It puts two ques-
tions at once, and that is wrong. The latter
part of the motion may have been inserted
merely to assist the whole of the men con-
cerned, or else as a bait which no member of
the Chamber could resist. It would be hard
for me to stand up against the Government’s
giving consideration to any man in straitened
cirenmstances. There is the unfortunate as-
pect of the wording of the motion, leading
these men to believe that they are all to
receive pensions. They think, “We now have
a last chanee to gel penstons.” Consideration
must be given hy the Government to men in
straitened circumstances, whether they are
ex-railway men or anything else. An idea
has heen allowed to get abroad that a move
has been made to get these men pensions, of
which there is in fact no possible chanee.
The motion merely gives them a hope of
pensions,  Unfortunately, “Hope deferred
ranketh the heart sick.” The motion will nol
get these men anywhere. I ask Sir Hal to
state clearly whether he wants something for
all these men or only for those in straitened
eircumstances.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[9.18]: After listening to the speeches 1
have made up my mind to oppoese the motion.
Apparently this question poes back eon-
siderably more than a quarter of a century,
while the agitation has been only of recent
years, in spite of the fact that several Gov-
ernments have been in affiee during the in-
tervening period. I was indeed surprised to
learn from Mr. Holmes that during the same
period Sir Hal Colebatech held prominent
office in various Administrations, while yet
the subject was never raised.

Hon J. Cornell: The men who were retired
then are all dead.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: A motion of this
sort should not be moved, because it places
all members in an unfortunate position. I
am sure that if we all obeyed the dictates of
our hearts, we wounld sapport the motion
and do everything in our power to see that
the men concerned got pensions, or recejved
some other consideration. On the other
hand, thev represent only one section of the
eommunity, and I daresay there are hundreds
of other men whose cases are quite analogous
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to theirs. If we carry this metion, it will
come to nothing. From time to time Govern-
ments have considered the matter and, after
exhaustive consideration, have been reluct-
antly eompelled to tern down the proposal
The best and most honest attitude for us to
adopt relatively to these men is to put an
end to their false hopes. If the motion is
carried, they will go on hoping for a few
months longer, until the inevitable decision
infliets an cven severer blow.

Hon. T, Moore: Meantime they will go on
hoping and worrying.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: By carrying the
motion we would merely place the Govern-
ment in the position of having to make a re-
fusal, and that is a responsibility which we
should all be prepared to shoulder.

Hon. J. Cornell: Let the Commonwealth
carry the responsibility.

Hon. E, M. HEENAN: I regret extremely
having to speak in this way, bat any other
course would result mervely in prolonging
anxiety and false hopes.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [9.23]:
I sopport the motion. T ean guite under-
stand the men concerned being hopeful of
receiving some little recognition from the
State, particularly if they are aware that
during the year 1939-40 Western Australia
paid in pensions under the Superannuation
Act £135,944 and by way of compassionate
allowances an additional £6,500. I shall not
debate whether or not all these pensions are
justifiable. The State has agreed to pay
them, and they have been paid from year to
year. Here we have a small section of Gov-
ernment employees who have rendered good
service under conditions which cannof be
deseribed as sheltered; and they may feel
very dissatisfied that others in the same ser-
viee, and often doing less arduous work, re-
ceive pensions., I know that the case has
been brought up many times, and that var-
jous conflicting legal opinions have been
given. Yet the Government does in some in-
stances grant eompassionate allowances. 1t
does recognise that such things are just.
While I do not go so far as to say that it
will be possible to give these men what they
would have received had they not been ex-
cluded, in my opinion wickedly excluded,
from the provisions of the 1804 Aet, it
should be possible for the Government to
make in some way at any rate, s recognition
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of their services. We continnally hear of re-
tiring allowanees, and probably we shail hear
more of them in future. Men who have
served in the State Public Service are
granted either extended leave or a retiring
allowanee, and sometimes both. As we allow
that system to continue, it ean be said that
the men here in question have a certain
right. T trust the Government will re-con-
consider the matter with o view to recognis-
ing the services that have been rendered in
this instance.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Mectropolitan)
[9.27]: X did not intend to speak on this
motion, because the subject has been ex-
plained so fully by the mover, Sir Hal
Colebatech. However, in view of the debate
which has taken place, I feel it ineumbent
upon me to state my views, especially be-
cause I have at various times endeavoured to
see what could be done for the benefit of
members of a serviee which has contributed
5o greatly towards the developient of the
country. The question is whether these
men should receive some consideration be-
cause of an anomaly which existed or was
created by some indefiniteness in a statute
passed a good many years age. There has
been brought before us this evening a sug-
gestion that the sponsor of the motion may
have misled the men into expecting that
through this motion they may have by some
mesans a chance of receiving that considera-
tion to which they feel they are entitled.

I would like to call the atfention of hon.
members to the wording of the motion. It
is quite clear, although Mr. Moore ques-
tioned its meaning. The motion reads—

That in the opinion of this House it is de-
girable that the Government give consideration
to the cascs of those railway ex-employees who
were in the service prior to 1905—

That was hefore the Public Service Act eume
into force—
several of whom are in straitened circumstances.

I venture the opinion that the motion shows
the sympathy of the mover, who desires that
the cases of these men should be ingnired
into. No one should be deserving of cen-
sure for sponsoring the cases of men who
are apparently suffering ap injustice. Per-
sonally, I know that o be quite true. The
Government of a former day was advised by
its then Attorney-General—a gentleman now
deoeased, but who was illustrious and highly

[COUNCIL.]

respected in his profession—that these men
were not entitled to a pension, that they
were not entitled to the right enjoyed by
men on the rallway staff, who, strange to
say, have received the benefit of a pension.
The men who drove the engines, however,
did not receive & pension. I remember that
on one occasion, when this matter was before
the House, I was so aroused by what ]
considered to be the injustice done to these
men that I said, “The men engaged in the
office of the railways are entitled to a pen-
sion, but the men driving the engines are
deprived of that right beeause of some inter-
pretation of the Aet. What in the name of
Heaven is the difference between driving
a quill and driving an engine? Surely the
man who drives the engine is performing
as great a task for the henefit of the publie
as is the man who drives a quill and who is
receiving a pension!’ The motion does not
ask that the pension shall be paid.  Sir Hal
Colebatch, in moving the motion, fully ex-
plained the legal opinion which was given.

The Chief Secretary: That is not so.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : I thought Sir Hal
Colebatch made some reference to it, but it
matters not. T know these ex-railway em-
ployees are in straitened cireumstances; and
that several of them are most worthy men.
Their cases are deserving of consideration;
because, as Mr. Cornell has poinied out, con-
sideration has heen extended by the Govern-
ment to other people whose claims are nok
a5 great as are the claims of these men. T
sincerely trust the motion will receive sup-
port.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCE (Metro-
politan—in reply) [9.36]: Mr. Holmes
asked what motive I had in submitting the
motion. I did not clearly catech the motive
whick he suggested, and T may say that I
am not in the least interested in what the
motive was. I have a clear and simple mo-
tive—a desire to see the right thing done,
and I am not ashamed of that motive, what-
ever the consequences of it may be or what-
ever criticism or condemnation it may bring
urcen me. Mr. Holmes also said that some
of these men have heen brought here day
after day on the assumption that, if the
motion were carried, they would get their
rension. That raises two questions to which
T must reply. First of ail, the suegestion
that the men came here with the ides that
if the motion were carried they would get



[ Decrmper, 1940.]

pensions is entirely contrary to fact. These
men are intelligent men; they know exactly
the limitations of the motion. They know
the extent to which it might help them and
the extent to which it is unlikely that it
would help them. They wers in no way mis-
led. The other point is, whose famlt 15 it
that they should have come here day after
day? I snbmitted this motion early in the
session. There has not been a single sitting
day on which I have been absent or on which
I was not prepared to bring this matter to
finality. It is no fanlt of miune that it has
dragged on from day to day; and, whilst T
am grateful to the Chicf Seeretary for giv-
ing me the opportunity to discuss the mo-
tion this evening, I cannoi take from his
shoulders the blame of having delayed 1t
until now. It is a matter for which he, and
he alone, is responsible. No doubht he had
his reasons and 1 am not going to guestion
them; but when Mr. Holmes suggests that 1
have inflicted hardship on these men by
hringing them herc day after day, I must
repudiate any respousibility for that eondi-
tion of affairs. Mr. Fraser admitted that in-
justicc was being done to these men. It is
rather strange to admit that injustice has
been done and then try to east blame on
someone who endeavours to right that in-
Justice.

I do not know what Mr. Fraser himself
proposes to do, whether he proposes,
although recognising that these men are suf-
fering an injustice, to sit down and let the
matter drift. Both the Chief Secretary and
Mr. Holmes have referred to the fact that T
was a member of a Government for a con-
siderable time. So far as my recollection
goes, this matter was never raised during the
period T was a member of that Government.

Hon. J. Cornell: It was never an issue in
your time.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: No. Mr.
Hoelmes admits that when he was Commis-
sioner of Railways the claims did not come
before him. I knew nothing of the matter
until long after T had ceased to be 8 member
of this House. So far as the raising of
hope in the minds of these men is concerned,
I do not think they are ever likely to give up
hope, for two reasons. One is that they ave
absolutely eonvinced of the s¢undness of
their claim. The other is that, in spite of
many disappointments, they still cling to
their belief in Australian justice. The Chief
Secretary has said that the Government has
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never recognised the legality of the claims of
these men. Is that 20? Will that statement
bear examination? If the Government has
never recognised the legality of the claims,
how comes it that railway men, in exscily
the same position, who were years ago trans-
ferred to the Commonwealth Government,
have received and are receiving to-day pen-
sions from the Commonwealth Government,
the State Government contributing its share
in accordance with the period that the men
served in the State service? In face of that,
how can it be contended that the Govern-
ment has not recognised the lezality of these
claims?

The Chief Secrctary: I think we would re-
ruire a little more detail with regard to those
cases before assenting to that statement.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I do not
think there is any question about it. There
is no need for me to repeat what I said,
when moving the motion, ns to the volame
of legal opinion in favour of the men’s
claims. But let me put this question to the
Minister: Will the Government permit the
legal question—the question whether these
men were in fact serving in an established
capacity—to be decided by a court of law
and undertake to abide by the result, and
not to overrule it simply by a decision of the
Executive Couneil? If the Government will
give that undertaking, my case falls to the
ground. If the Government will give an
undertaking that faeility will be afforded
for the case to be presented to the court and
that it will abide by the result, my case
would, as I said, fall to the ground. Bat
what is the position of the men fo-day§ If
they suecceeded, as I have no doubt they
would, in securing support from sympathetic
people to enable them to bring the case, and
won it, they know perfecily well that the
Executive Council would still brush their
claims aside. Will the Government put
them in the position of understanding that
if they establish their legal eclaim, that
claim will be met? Then the present posi-
tion will be entirely zitered.

I have refrained from quoting individual
cases, but I propose now to mention two or
three that are in many ways characteristic
of all. One man was engaged in England
in 1897, under the 1871 Aet. He was in-
duced to give up a position with an English
railway company under which he had an as-
sured pension. Both the 1871 Ae¢t and the
assurances given to him at the time of his
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appointment guaranteed to him a pension if
he accepted service in the department, and
he came here under those conditions. Is it
strange that I should resent the breaking of
an undertaking like that? I do resent it.
Take the second case. A man who was re-
tired at the ape limit two or three years
ago made an applieation for his pension. It
was refused by the Pensions Board. I think
I am entitled fo say that that refusal was
made in accordance with Government policy
and not as the freely expressed opinion of
the board. I say that without any reflection
on the board. The applicant appealed, as
he was entitled to do, to the Public Service
Appeal Board and this was the decision of
the board ;—

““It appeared that the appellant was ap-
pointed Head Porter at Kalgoorlie in Decem-
ber, 1900 (after serving in other positions),
that the position involved the supervision of
‘inward and outward goods, transhipment of
through goods and deliveries to consignees and
of ullages of consignments; that the normal
working operations of the railway service re-
gquire a named appointee for such duties; that
sueh an appointment has been continually main-
tained since the institution of the service fo
Kalgoorlie; and that the position requires dis-
charge of supervisory and administrative duties,
and has characteristics of individuality, re-
sponsibility and importance, and has for many
years past been treated as a position on the
permanent section known as the salaried ataff.

It was proved to the satisfaction of the
Board that although the transfer of the position
to the salaried staff marked 2 change in re-
cognition of status, the esscntial character of
the position of Sub-Foreman at Kalgoorlie is
the same as that of the previously ecxisting
position known as Head Porter at Kalgoorlie,
and has pertained to it since its first occupaney
by the appellant in 1900,

The Board is of opinion that such position
was a civil office held by the appellant and that
lie served continucusly in an established capa-
city in the Permanent Civil Service (Railway
Department) from 1900 to the date of his re-
rirement. The decision of the Board is that
his serviee since Hth December, 1900, until re-
tirement, should for purposes of his claim for
superannuation be treated ae serviee in an
ortablished eapacity.’’

That board, I understand, is presided over
by a jndge of the Supreme Court. Its de-
cisions are final and binding. There is the
decision regarding that man; but where is
his pension? The Government has not paid
it and refuses to do so. Is there any par-
ticular enormity in a member of this House
taking up an obvious case of injustice like
that? There is another case of a similar
kind that met with a like fate. The man’s

[COUNCIL.]

appeal was upheld by the board but refused
by the Government. On the other hand, I
am informed—and I believe correctly—that
at least four men who recently retired re-
ceived their pensions, yet they had no
greater claim than have the men in whose
interests I moved this motion.

Instead of dealing with the mation on
its merits, the Chief Seeretary endeavoured
to stampede the House by what I can only
term a hugely exaggerated statement as to
the amount of money involved. He reached
the fantastic total of £1,500,000 by includ-
ing many hundreds of men who have no
rightful e¢laim. The total number of men
involved at the present time is less than
200, and since most of them are well over
70 years of age, that number is rapidly de-
creasing. It would be unreasonably optim-
istie to allot to those men a continued life
of more than about five years, so that if
the Government did pay the full amount of
the pensions claimed, the total could not
reach even one-tenth of the sum mentioned
by the Chief Secretary. My motion, as
Mr. Nicholson pointed out, does not go so
far. I ask only for consideration to be
given to the matter, and T am free to admit
that apart altogether from the legal aspeet
of the claims, T do not know that I should
have hotheréd much about it if it were not
for the fact that many of these men are in
indigent circuamstances. Many of them are
drawing the old-age pension, a responsi-
bility cast upon the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment because the State Government is
not standing up to its obligations. Refer-
ence was made to men still in the serviee.
It was suggested that when the time came
for their retirement they would be claim.
ants. However, they are provided for.
They come under the Superannuation Aect
passed a year or two ago. I know the facts
of one case and there are many more of
the same kind. A man in exactly the same
circumstances as these men applied to come
under the Superannuation Act. They re-
tired too soon to come under that Aet, but
this individual retired more recently than
they. He now receives £2 2 week. Had he
received the pension, he would have had
£180 a year. He receives a good deal less
but, on the other hand, should he die, his
widow, under the Superannuation Act, will
continue to receive 253, per week for the
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rest of her life, so that he is not very much
worse off than if the pension had been paid
to him.

The Chief Secretary: Except that he is
paying for superannuation.

Hon. 8ir HAL COLEBATCH: Yes, he
has to pay something for superannuation,
but he has been able to provide for his old
age and for his wife. The men for whom
I am speaking had no opportunity to do
either. Tt boils down to this: That there is
just this small body of men who were foreed
to retire {oo soon to enable them to come
under the Superannuation Act and who are
quite willing, if an opportunity iz afforded
them, to rely entirely on their legal rights.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What is to prevent
them from proceeding to establish their
rights?

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: They have
been told that Executive Council would not
grant the pension whatever the resnlt. I
have read the decision of the Public Ser-
vice Appeal Board.

The Chief Seeretary: The hon. member
has not given the whole of the facts sur-
rounding those eases.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I have
read the decision of the Public Service
Appeal Board and that is all I know of the
matter,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Could Exeentive
Couneil set aside a judgment of the
Supreme Court?

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Of course
it could.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It should not be able
to do so. I thought a Supreme Court de-
¢ision was final.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: It boils
down to this: That there is a little handful
of men who have not had an opportunity to
come under the Superannuation Act and
who, added to the sting of poverty, have a
rankling sense of injustice, The motion does
not hind the Government te do snything
in particular. All I have asked the Gov-
ernment to do—and I think I am entitled
so to ask it—is to give consideration to
these cases with a view to doing some form
of snbstantial justice to a body of very de.
serving men.

Question put and passed.

BILL—MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT,
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly reeeived and
read notifying that it had disagreed to the
amendment made by the Couneil,

In Commiitee.

Mon. J. Cornell in the Chair;
Thomson in charge of the Bill.

Hon, A.

New clause—Ingert a new clause to stand
as Clanse 6, as follows:—

6. This Act ghall eontinue in force during
the continuance of the war in which His
Majesty is at tho commencement of this Act
engpgeld and for a period of six months there-
after and no longer,

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly’s reas-
s for disngreeing are—

1. The regional
newed annually.

2. The Governor may cancel the region at
any time and no vegional certificate ean then
he granted,

3. A regional certificate has to last for
rsoven vears before any general certificate can
be granted, and then it is granted only when
the Minister considers that the interests ot
the commumity will be served by granting it.

Therefore the certificates granted may all
have been eancelled Dbefore the war ends and
there is no need for the nmendment,

Hon. A. THOMSON: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I intend to vote
against the motion. There is only one course
to take in connection with a measure of this
sort, having regard to the necessity for safe-
guarding the rights of our men who are
serving in the forees at the present ime,
and that is to insist upon the amendment.
Tf£ onr medical men happened to be in the
countries from which the refugee doctors
have come, what kind of consideration would
he meted out to thom by those countries?

Hon. L. Craig: This Bill is to help the
siek people in the counntry.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: We must safe-
guard our own men.

Hon. V. Hamersley:
country people.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Not at all. Refu-
gee doctors will have to prove their gualifi-
cations and sbilities for service in the coun-
try districts, and they will then be allowed
to give their services within the limits im-
posed.

certificates must bhe re-

And let down the
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Hon. C. I, BAXTER: The necessify for
this Bill arises from the faet that medieal
men arc not avatlable for serviee in the
country districts. By means of this measure
it is hoped that the present difficulty will
be overcome, and that certain refugee doe-
tors will be made available to fill the gaps.
When the time comes to make room for our
own men who have gone to the war, that situ-
ation will be within the control of the Admin-
istration. Refugee doetors will know that
they bave to give up their jobs within a
specified time. Our professional men would
also know that six months after the termin-
ation of the war the refugee doctors would
have to get out.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There are some
people in this world who seem to think they
know more about another man’s job than he
himself knows. Mr. Baxter indieated that
these men would have to get out of their
jobs at the end of the war.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I take exeeption to
that remark, and would like it withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: To what remark does
the hon. member take exeeption.

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: That I said the Bill
would mean these men getting out of their
jobs at the end of the war,

The CHAIRMAN: I heard Mr. Holmes
say that some people thought they knew the
other man’s job better than he did.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: How could that
apply to Mr. Baxter?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member has
applied it to himself, and I ask Mr. Holmes
to withdraw the remark.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T think I am right.
The country is full of such people.

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Baxter said he
was onc of them, and would like the hon.
member to withdraw his remark,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I withdraw the
statement. This is experimental legislation
and should not be made permanent. Tf we
do not insist upon our amendment the Bill
will become permanent.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I should like
to have a ruling as to whether an amending
Aet can remain in operation for a limited
period when the Act it is proposed to amend
is o permanent measure.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon.
should give notice of that question.

member

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, H. 8, W, PARKER: Because of the
many safeguards contained in the Bili I do
not think we should run the risk of losing it.
I support Mr. Thomson.

Hon. (. FRASER: This Bill is designed
to last for six months after the termination
of the war. Will those sections of the Act
it proposes to amend also cease to be in
operation then?

The CHATIRMAN: The period of opera-
tion will only econcern thiz partienlar
measure.

Hon. E, M. HEENAN: I hope the Com-
mittee will not insist on its amendment. The
Bill contains all kinds of safegmards. IE
refugee doctors do not come up to the mark
they will be under the contro! of the Admin-
istration. The certificates that will be
granted can last only for a definite term.

Hon. A, THOMSON: This measure is
urgently needed beeause of the position that
srises in the country districts, Regional
certifieates may be cancelled by the Minister.
ANl that is desived is that couniry people
may be placed in the position to receive the
necessary medicsl attention., If there is any
danger of the foreign element absorbing
practices of Australian doctors while the
fatter are on war service, I am quite surq
Parliament will readily pnss amending legis-
lation to deal with that phase,

The CHAIRMAN: I want {o make the
point clear that when hostilities ccase, ihere
will still be the peace treaty to be arranged
and members know what happened at the
end of the 1914-18 war.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: You do not
know what will happen at the end of this
war.

The CHAIRMAN: Some members have
talked ahout six months after the conclusion
of the war. It may take two years to arrange
the peace treaty, and during that time wo
may still be in a state of war.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The refugees will be
back home by that time.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I am desirous of
asgisting the country distriets, but I do not
agrec that the Bill should be passed as a
permanent measure.  Mr, Thomson and
others seem to think that the present unfor.
tunate position will continne forever, but
I do not hold that view. When we revert fo
prosperous times again, there will be every
inducement for doctors to take up their resi-
denee in country towns. I hope the Com-
mittee will insist on the amendment.
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Hon. J. NICHOLSOX : 1, too, do not wish
to inflict any injustice on Australian doetors
but if the Bill is passed as & permanent
wmeasure, there will be that grave danger.
We should insist upon the right of review,
and for that reason we should adhere to our
amendment.

Question put and a division called for.

The CHAIRMAN: Before I appoint
tellers and they tell, I wish to indicate to
members that this will be the first oceasion
during the enrrent session on which I shall
have cxercised my vote during Committee
proceedings. L realise that my vote will be
valueless on this issme, but I wish to place
on record that I was faced with a twofold
situation in considering the measure. One was
my desire to help a section of the community
that is suffering from the lack of medical
facilities and the other was an endeavour
to provide for our medical men who have
gone overseas the only safegnard that could
be provided, which was that Parliament
" ghould agrec to exercise the right of review
of the legislation. That right has been

denied. I give my vote with the “noes.”’
Division taken with the following re-
sult:—
Ayes . .e .. .. 15
Noes - .. .. . .

Majority for .. .

|m|-~1

ATES.

Hon, W, H. Kltson

Hon. J, M. Macfarlane
Hon, W. J. Mann

Hon. (. W. Miles

Hon, H. 8. W, Parker
Hon. A. Thomsen

Hon, H. L. Roche

(Teller.)

Hoa. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L, Cralg
Hon. J. M. Drew

Hon, W. R. Hall

Hon. V, Hamersley

Hon, E, M. Heenan
NoEes.

Houn. Sir Hal Colebatch Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon, J. Cornell Hon. C. B, Wiiliams

Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon, G, B. Woad
Hon. T, Nicholson (Teller.)
Question thus passed; the Council’s

amendment not insisted on.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly,

BILL—STREET COLLECTIONS
(REGULATION),

Assembly’s Amendment,

Returned from the Assembly with an
amendment, now considered.
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1n Comntittee.

Hon, J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Insert a new subelause, to stand
as Subelause (2), as follows:—(2) For the
purposes of this section the words “publie
street” in addition te the ordinary meaning
assigned to them include any doorway, open-
ing, lane or space adjoining or adjacent to
any street or road and alse land (whether
public or private) used or eapable of use by
the pullie for pedestrian traffie.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

The Assembly’s amendment will deal with
what I regarded as a deficiency in the Bill
after we deleted the word “place.” Under
the definition clause it would be possible for
people to use the places mentioned in the
Assembly’s amendment and thereby nullify
the control we desive to exercise.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am not at all
in agreement with the amendment. Some
restriction is necessary because to include
private Jand would be unfair. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to subject to
the striking out of all the words after the
word ‘‘road.’’

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH : In view of
the amendment that we made at the instance
of the Chief Secretary in the definition of
“collections,” I eannot see any harm in the
Assembly’s amendment.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is an improvement.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Yes.
Withdut such a provision, there might be
evasions.  This measure eppiies not to a
sale of goods but only to the taking up of
a collection.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Apparently Sir
Hal has not grasped the full effect of the
amendment. The alteration of the defini-
tion of “collections” will not affect this
amendment.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: Of course it will.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: To include publie
or private land would undoubtedly be un-
just. The object of the Bill is to regulate
street collections, and the provision should
be framed accordingly. If we accept the
amendment, we shall be departing from the
title of the Bill. Why should not I have
the right to use private land for taking np
a collection?
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Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: You could get
a permit.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The first part of
the Assembly’s amendment will afford suffi-
cient safeguard against evasion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 eannot see
why we should not conirol collections on pri-
vate land used or capable of being used by
the publie for pedestrian iraffie.

Hon. . Fraser: There are half a dozen
places of that kind in the city.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. If a
collector could not get authority for an or-
dinary street appeal, he might take up a col-
lection in one of those places. Mr. Nichol-
son wanted to know why he should not be
allowed to take up a collection in King's
Park. Why should he?

Hon. J. Nicholson: Why not, if T got the
permission of the King's Park authorities
to do so?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member now admits the need for getting
anthority. I cannot follow his argument.
T understand that the Assembly’s amendment
was drafted and moved by a member of the
legal profession to ensure that we should
have control over street collections. Now
the hon. member would clip a little bit off
the Assembly’s amendment in order that eol-
lections of the same kind might he taken up
on private land without a permit. The ad-
ministration of the measure will be in my
hands and T have sufficient commonsense to
be able to defermine whether a collection
of this sort comes within the scope of the
law, T see nothing wrong with the amend-
ment, and hope it will be agreed to without
"further debate,

Hon. G. FRASER: My. Nicholson is per-
haps forgetting that there are many rights-
,of-way in the City of Perth.

Hon. J. Nicholson: T have not forgotten
that for a moment. ‘

Hon. G. FRASER: Then I am surprised
ot the proposed modification, hecanse the
people would be able to take up ecolleetions
on private property.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The hon. member is
wrong. That eould not he done.

Hon. G. FRASER: If the hon. member's
modifieation is adopted, it could be done in
haif-a-dozen places.

Amendment on the Assembly’s amend-
ment put and negatived.

{COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : The point is that
the words used here are capable of an in-
terpretation which is not desired. Those
words would give the right to make collec-
tions on private property, and that is not
intended. They hring back the word “place,”
which appeaved in Clause 3.

The CHAIRMAN: The words to which
the hon. member objects, “capable of use,”
eannot be taken out by this Committee. The
message would have to be recommitted for
that puorpose.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Then I require
to reconmit the message.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 4: In line 17, delete the
word “sixty” and insert the word “fifty” in
licu.

The CHAIRMAN: This amendment
means getting back to the original wording.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I de not
think there need he any argument about this,
and therefore I move—

That the amendment he agreed to.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: That
would be a great mistake. Tt is entirely
within the Chief Seeretary's diseretion to
grant any number of permits he likes, It
does appear to me that 50 permits for the
whole of the metropolitan area would be
too few. My idea was that the number
should be 75. :

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .. . e
Noes

Majority for

[ <] =8

AYVES,

Hon. W. H, Kitson
Hon, J. M. Macfarlane
Hon, W, J. Mann
Hon. G, W. Miles
Hon. A. Thomsen
Hon. C. F, Baxter

{Totler.)

llon. L. Craig
Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. G. Fraser
Hon. E, H, Gray
Hon. W. R, Hall
Hon. E, M, Heenan
Hon. J. J. Holmes

Noxs.
Hon. Slr Hal Colebatch
Hon, V. Hameraley
Hoen. J. Nichelson

Hon. H. L. Roche

Hon, Q. B, Wood

Hon. H. S. W, Parker
fTeller,)

the Assembly’s

Question  thus  passed;
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported.
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As to Recommittal.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON ; I move—

That the message be recommitted for the
purpose of further considering the Assembly’s
amendment No. 1.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. . . - 10
Noes .. .. 16
A tie 0
AYES.
Hon.C.F Hon. W. J. Mann

Hom. 81 l-lal Colebntch
Hon. J, Cornell
Hon. V., Hamersley

Hon. J, Nicholson
Hon, A. Thomson
Hon. @. B. Wood

Hon, J. J. Holmes Hon. L. Cralg
{Teller.)

NoES,
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. G. Frager Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon, E, H, Gray Hon, H. 8, W. Parker
Hon. W, R, Hsll Hon. H, L. Rocha
Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon. G. W, Miles

{Peller.)

The PRESIDENT: I give my vote in
favour of the “ayes” as that will mean re-
consideration.

Question thus passed; the message recom-
mitted.

In Committee.

Hon, J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Sceretary in charge of the Bill

Clause 1: Insert a new subelaunse, to stand
as suhelause (2), as follows:—(2). For the
purposes of this section the words “publie
street” in addition to the ordinary meaning
assigned to them include any doorway, open-
ing, lanc or space adjoining or adjacent to
any street or road and also land (whether
public or private) used or eapable of use by
the public for pedestrian traffic.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: T move—

That the Assembly’s amendment be amended
by striking out the words ‘‘or capable of use.’’
The object of the Bill is to exercise control
over street collections, and yet the As-
semhly’s amendment relates to land that is
capable of being used for the purpose indi-
cated. I think the latter provision is incon-
sistent with the Title of the Bill. Then
again, should anyone happen to provide land
for patriotic purposes, he might unwittingly
be responsible for eommitting a breach of
this legislation,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : With all due
respect to Mr. Nicholson, we are beating the
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air. It is the opinion of one legal mar
against that of another legal man. I cannol
understand how Mr. Nicholson can justify
the suggestion that any part of the amend:
ment is inconsistent with the Title of the
Bill,

Amendment on the Assembly’s amendmen!
put and negatived; the Assembly's amend
ment agreed to.

Resolution again reported, the repor
adopted, and a message accordingly returned
to the Assembly.

BILL—BILLS OF SALE ACT
AMENDMENT,

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to th
Council’s amendment,

" BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly notifying thai
it had agreed to amendment No. 2, and had
disagreed to Nos. 1, and 3 to 10, now con.
sidered.

In Commiltee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor.
ary Minister in charge of the Blll

“No. 1. Clause 5—Delete the word:
“thirty-first day of May” in line 10, and
substitute the words “thirtieth day of April.’

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly’s reasor
for disagreeing is—

Extension to the 31st May does not preven
hurning, hut only increases the period during
which a permit is necessary in fire protectec
areas. The extra month would he "desirabl
in dry years, and would not cause inconvenience
as burning would usunlly be carried out earlier

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

With the exception of two, the amendment:
on the notice paper are the same iz
prineiple.

Hon. L. Craig: No. They are different
One deals with protected areas; the other:
do not.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The ex.
pert aunthorities econsider the amendmeni
necessary.



Hon. L. Craig: What expert authoriiies?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The For-
ests Department.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I do not oppose this
amendment, which refers to profected areas,
that is, areas declared by the Minister to be
fire-protected areas. In those eircam-
stances, it is Immaterial whether the date
fizxed is the 30th April or the 31st May.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Like my colleague,
I realise that this amendment refers only to
protected areas. I am given to understand
there are two such areas, one at Collie and
the other, I think, at Manjimup. T do not
think that people in the south-western por-
tion of the State nre concerned with the
amendment, hut it may have some bearing
on the eastern district. For that reason,
I suggest that members representing the
Eastern Province shonld let us have their
views.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not insisted on.

Xo. 3. (lause 7—Delete paragraph (a):

The CHATRMAN: The Assembly’s reason
for disagreeing is—

The extension to the 31st day of May does
uot prevent burning, but merely increases the
period during which eertain precautions are
necessary. The extra month would be desirable
in dry years, particularly in certain distriets,
and would not eause inconvenience, as burning
would usually Le carried out before May.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon, L. CRAIG: 1 pointed out that the
fir~{ amendment dealt only with protected
areas. This amendment, affecting all the
srens, is a different question altogether.
One would gather from reading the Assem-
bly’s reason for not agreeing to the Council’s
amendment that the Assembly considers
it would not cause much hardship. T point
out, however, that the end of May in the
South-West is almost mid-winter. The grass
is up four or five inches, and normally we
have a rainfall of seven or cight inches.
If one desires to burn at the end of May,
when the grass is wet and there are heavy
dews every morning, this is what one has
to do: He has to give to all his neighbours
personally two days' notice of his intention
to burn the bush. Similar notice has to be
given to ihe secretary or a bush fire control
officer of the local anthority in whose district

[COUNCIL.]

or adjacent to whose district the land upon
which the bush proposed to be burnt is
situated, and, where the land on which
the bush proposed to be burnt is situated
within two miles of a State forest, to a for-
est officer. Imagine a State forest area being
barnt in May! There would be no more
chance of that than of burning the Swan
River. The Committee should insist on 1its
amendment making the date the 30th April
instead of the 31st May as proposed in the
Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This will
oceur only in a dry year. In an ordinary
season burning would take place at the or-
dinary time. )

Hon. L. Craig: But the same liabitity
would exist as hefore.

The HONXORARY MINISTER: Burning
would not be done in May in a wet season.
Bush in the South-West in an ordinary sea-
son could not be burnt in May because it
would be too wet; but in a dry season it
would be necessary to take precautions

Hon. . B. WOOD: I support the Minis-
ter. The South-West is not the whole of the
State. I know of many places where it is
highly dangerous to burn at the heginning
of May and it is up to people to give notice
of their intention.

Hon, H. L. ROCHE: The Committee
should insist on the amendment,  There
are portions of the extreme South-West
where the making of an open season at the
end of May will tend fo bring this legis-
lation into ridieule, As Mr. Craig has
pointed ont, the penalties and provisions for
safeguarding anyone who suffers through
a five getting out of control remain. In a
normal season the question of a fire
in the bush in May over a great deal of the
country west of the Great Southern is al-
most absurd.

The Honorary Minister: Execept in a dry
year.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: For half a century
T do not think there has been a year like
the last one in those aveas. Burning in May
is too late in some instances, but an attempt
is being made to have it done in June.

The Honorary Minister: No, May.

Hon, H. L. ROCHE: The end of May.
Unless under the provisions of the Aet you
are going to the trouble outlined by Mr.
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Craiy, the position will be that a premium
wiil be placed on the activitics of people
who start a  fire without anyone knowing
where it started. The Committee should
keep in mind that this is experimental leg-
islation. The original Act has not been tried
out properly. These provisions should not
be made too stringent etherwise there will be
a whole crop of trouble which the legislation
was intended to avert.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I do not think Mr.
Neche understands what we are arguing
about. The amendment does not provide
for an extension of the burning season but
for the giving of notice. If this sort of
thing goces on we shall have to divide the
State into two parts.

Hon. L. Craig: Why not?

Hon. W. J. MANN: The suggestion just
made by the hon. member was suggested
previously. What is suitable for one dis-
trict is often totally unsuitable for another.
T saw a graph in the Forests Department
dealing with zoning that had been carried
out and country within 20 miles of Perth
was shown in the same zone as Karridale.
From a bush fire point of view that is ab-
surd. This amendment should he insisted
ou in the interests of people referred to by
Mr. Roche.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Members
should realise that in some parts of the
State rvain does not fall until the end of
May. This paragraph deals only with the
giving of notice.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Avyes - .. .. .. 12

Noes . .. .. . T

Majority for .. . .. &
AYES,

Hon. C_ F. Baxter Hon. ? M. Heenan

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch Hon. J. J, Holmes
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. W._H. Kitson
Hon. G. Frager Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. B H, Gray Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. W. R. Hall Hon. G. B. Wood
{ Teller.)
NoOES.

Hon. J. Cornell

Hon. L. Cralg

Hon, V. Hamersley
Hon. J. M. Mactarlane

Hon. H, 8. W. Parker

Hon. H. L, Roche

Hon. W. J. Mann
(Teller.)

Question put and passed; the Council’s
awendment not insisted on.
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No. 4. Clause 7—Delete paragraph (e)

The CHATEMAN : The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing is—

This addendum does not give any new rights
to the local authority or the Forests Depart-
ment, but only makes sure that existing rights
already held by them under common law or
other statutes are retained.

The HONORARY MINISTER: [ move—

That the amendment Le not insisted on.

The amendment will make the position more
certain.

Question put and passed: the Couneil's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 5. Clause 8—Delete the words
“‘thirty-first day of May’’ in lines 2 and 3,
page 6, and substitute the words ‘‘thirtieth
day of April,’!

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's rea-
son for disagreeing is—

The extra month would be desirable in dry
years, particularly in certain districts.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on,

Hon. W, J. MANXN: This refers to the
cleaning of fire boxes of producer-gas
vehieles, and we do not know what might
happen unless stringedt precautions are
taken. This is a matter that affects our
friends in the dry areas.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I was opposed to the
Conncil’s amendment and I hope it will
not be insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not insisted on.

No. 6. Clause 9—Delete the words
““thirty-first day of May’’ in lines 27 and
28, page 6, and substitute the words
‘“thirtieth day of April.’’

No. 7. Clause 11—Delete the words
“thirty-first day of May’’ in lines 17 and
18, page 7, and substitute the word
“‘thirtieth day of April.”’ .

On motions by the Honorary Minister, the
forezoing amendments were not insisted
on.

No. 8. Clause 11—Delete paragraph (b)
of proposed new Subsection (1) of Section
14,
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The CHATRMAN: The Assembly’s rea-
son for disagreeing is—

The striking out of this provision will pro-
hibit garden or orchard refuse or other light
litter being buraed during the prohibited time.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on,

Hon. H. 5. W, PARKER: We should in-
sist upon this amendment. Apparently an-
other place has not realised the importance
of this provision, which will affect every
backyard in the State. No person in a
country town will be allowed to light a fire
anywhere in his yard.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I alse favour a
similar course being adopted. Orchardists
are amazed that they should be called upon
to put up some stone or iron place in which
to burn rubbish that hes aecumulated on
their properties.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T am of the same
opinion. If this provision became law, I
would be unable to burn rubbish in my own
backyard, because it would not be wide
enough to comply with the dimensions set
out in the Bill.

Hon. W, J. MANN: The portion of Clause
11 under discussion sets a premium on law-
breaking. Few people would find sufficient
space on their properties in which to eom-
ply with the requirements of the Bill. Tt
would be absurd that people with small gar-
dens should not be allowed to get rid of
their rubbish in the ordinary way.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: From the
point of view of citrus-growers in partieu-
lar, it would be wrong if we did not insist
upon this amendment.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I point
out that if this amendment is enforced,
no person will be allowed to light a fire
within the prohibited area without incurring
a penalty for so doing.

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
¢il’s amendment insisted on.

No. 9. Clause 11—Delete paragraph (e)
of proposed new Subsection (1) of Section
14.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly’s rea-
son for disagreeing is—

The deletion of this paragraph will render it
necessary to comply with all the conditions
under Seetion 10 of the Aet. These conditions
will be more oncrous, and include the pro-
vision of a 10ft. break.

[COUNCIL.]

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not insisted on.

No. 10. Clause 11—In paragraph {d), on
page 8: Delete the word ‘‘and’’ after the
word ‘‘feet’ in line 15, and substitute the
word ‘‘or.”?

The COAIRMAN: The Assembly’s rea-
son for disagreeing is—

A hreak of 20 feet is the minimum require-
ment to prevent danger, and in some conditions
und at some times further precautions are neces-
Sary.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on,

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I hope this amend-
ment  will | be insisied on; otherwise
great hardship will be imposed upon char-
coal-burners. These people will be called
upon to clear a space of 300 square feet
around their piles of logs, and do other
things to the satisfaction of the fire officer.

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
¢il’'s amendment insisted on.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL—GROWERS CHARGE.
Second Reading.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [11.48] in
moving the second reading said: This is &
smalt Bill but a very important one to a
section of the eommunity. Its intention is to
make available a small sum of money to the
farmer out of something he has himself pro-
duced. That small sum will only be made
available to him after apy statutory lien has
been satisfied. Objection might be raised
to that if Agriewltural Bank clients were in-
cluded, but they will not come within the
scope of the Bill. An amendment passed in
1934 puts Agricultural Bank clients out of
conrt in this respect, and thay therefore will
not be affected. Were they ineluded, the
Bill would as a matter of fact be out of or-
der. This measure will not interfere as
some persons are afraid it will with the far-
mer’s seasonal eredit. All seasonal needs
must he satisfied before anything at all is
mide available to him. The main intention
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of the Bill is set forth in Clause 3, namely,
to make a small sum available to the man
who has produced the wherewithal from the
particular property. Two ways of distrib-
uting money are provided. One is by 3s.
per acre up to 500 acres, and above that
area 1s. per acre. Taking an average ecrop
of 400 acres at 3s., the amount, after all, is
only £60. The alternative scheme is 4d. per
aere on the basis of a ten-bushel crop.

Hon. L. Craig: Why only ten bushels?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : Because ten bush-
vls i5 abhout the State average.

Hon. L. Craig: Tt is not.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I guarantee that
ten bushels would be the average for the
persons with whom this Bill deals.

Hon. J. Gornell: And ten bushels would
be the average for a ten-year period.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 1 think that is
right. Founrpence per acre will give the
man roughly £66. That money would be
available only after statutory liens had been
satisfied. Thus lien holders are protected.
Some persons say this money should not be
available to the faymer. I ask, why should
the farmer he the only person to receive no
eonsideration at all? He labours on his
preperty from one end of the year to the
other. The present is the eleventh had year
for some farmers. The labourer working
for the farmer is provided for all the time.
His wages take precedence over liens, and
quite rightly. Very few farmers are on
the equivalent of the hasic wage with
all attendant privileges. A railway em-
ployee, for example, enjoys privileges
in the way of free passes and free
transport of goods. The farmer and his wife
slave nll through the year, and at the end
of the season there is not a penny pieee for
them. The farmer cannot purchase real
neeessaries  for want of the wheve-
withal, which he has no hope of getting.
After all, the money praduced is the resulf
of the farmer’s labour. The farmer’s wife
is stenggling and seraping thronghout the
12 months, and resorting {o all sorts of ex-
pedients to feed and clothe her children and
keep the house going; and at the end of the
season there is nothing whatever to fall hack
on for buying a few elothes and having an
outing. She cannot even go to the dentist
when it is necessary. The position is now
highly aeute eompared with what it was last
season, heeause the Agricnltural Bank, hadly
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and all as some people talk about that in-
stitution, allows the farmer to bave a few
bags of wheat so that he can get a few
groceries sometimes. The bank has caused
men to be fined and imprisoned, but those
were extreme cases. As regards a few
bags of wheat the Agricultural Bank and
the Associated Banks shut their eyes.

Hon, J. M. Macfarlane: Is therc any danger
of that being stopped in the future?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, beeause the
whole of the wheat outside seed for the farm
has to go inte the pool. No grocer dare
purchase wheat. This is not a State ex-
periment, but something that has been going
on for about ten years. 1n 1930 New
South Wales passed an Act having relation
to this. It was amended in 1932 and again
in 1937. The measure operates very satis-
factorily in New South Wales, where of
course much more money is available. Tt
provides for the man operating under it in
favour of the expenses of harvesting, shear-
ing, and marketing the produce of the farm
after the date of the stay order, and for
payment of premiums for fire and hay in-
surance, and moneys advanced for any such
purpose after the date of the stav order,
together with interest on such advance at
the rate of 4 per cent. per annum. Secondly,
it provides in Favour of the farmer for the
purposes of buying clothing, paying medical
expenses of himself and family, and other-
wise for his personal use and hencfit an
amount egual to 10 per eent. of s0 much of
the gross proceeds of marketing the produec
of the farm grown in the season, o¥ other
income of the farmer not exceeding £500;
also 5 per cent. of so much of the proceeds
as exceeds £500 but does not exceed £1,000:
and 2% per eent. of the halanee of such
gross income. That is much more generous
than what the Bill before the House requests
However, the measure does give the farner
something, The New South Wales Aet has
heen in existence for a period of ten years
There is a precedent for this legislation, and
past experience indicates the necessity fm
a Bill of this deseription. It will operate
only &s regards wheat and oats.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What will hecome of
two-row barley?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No advance is to
be made on that, The Bill applies to wheat
and oats only. T hope the Bill will reach
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the Committee stage, when I will be pleased
to give any further information.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Where will the machin-
ery merchants come in?

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: If advances are
made for the season, they will he under a
lien.

Hon. J. .J. Holmes: That is a separate
item altogether.

Hon. C, F. BAXTER: Othevwise they
must ctome in after the allowance per aere
or per bushel is provided for. I move—

That the Bill be now read a2 sceond time,

Question put and division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 9
Noes .. . e §
Majority for .. . 1
AVES.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon, W, J. Maon 4
Hon, J. Corneil Hon. A, Thomson
Hon, J. M. Drew Hoan, G. B. Wood
Hon, ¥. Hamereley Hon. H. L, Roche
Hon. E. M. Heenan {(Teller.)
NoEs,

. Bir Hal Colebalch Hon, W, H. Kitson
I};g:. L:rCr:Ig oe Hou. J, M. Macfarlane
Hon, G. Frager Hon. J. Nicholson
Hop. J. J. Holmes Hon, H. 5. W. Parker

(Teller,)
PAIRS.
ATES. NOES,
Hon. E. H. H. Hall Hon C. B. Williams
Hon. T. Motre Hon. G. W, Miles
Hon. H. V. Plesse Hon. L. B. Bolton

Question thus passed.
Bill read a seeond time.

In Coenimittee,

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; Hon. C. F.
Baxter in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Subject to priorities charge
swreated in favour of grower of certain erops:

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am amazed that a
Bill of this importance should come before
nembers on the last day of the session

Hon, A. Thomson: That is not our fault.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Bill is most compli-
sated and pot a third of the members know
inything about its provisions or understands
vhat they mean.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
nust not reflect upon other members of the
Jommittee

Hon. L. CRAIG: T am only gnessing.
This Bill provides, first of all, that Agri-

[COUNCIL]

cultural Bank clients shall have pgeferenee
over ¢lients of private institutions. Qne can
imagine what farmers who are not clients of
the Agricultural Bank will bave to say
nhout the Bill. That is one objection.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! That was
slated on the second reading.

Hon. L. CRAIG: T was caught on the hop
then.

The CHAIRMAX: Ovder! There is no
reference to the Agrienltural Bank in Clause
3.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Committee ought to
know that this measure does not apply fto
all tarmers, hut only to a section of the
farmers.

The CHAIRMAN: That was clearly
stated by the mover on the second reading,
to which the House agreed.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Bill is a dangerous
oue. I ask the Committee to consider what
will happen under it to sellers of machinery
nnder hire purchase agreement.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I remind the hon.
member that Clause 3 js the question hefore
the Committee.

The CHATRMAN: I remind Mr. Craig
that the mover dealt with the point he has
just raised.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I oppose the claunse.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The clause is most
dangerous, becanse it will divide the farm-
ers into two classes, farmers who are clients
of the Agricultural Bank and who must
hand over all their proceeds; and farmers
who are not clients of the Agricultural Bank
and who will be allowed to retain part of
thetr production. T can imagine what an
Agricultural Bank elient on one side of the
road would say, after handing over all his
proceeds, npon learning that his neighbour
on the other side of the road was allowed
to retain a quarter of his production. That
wounld have the effeet of creating a desive
on the part of Agricultural Bank clients to
help themselves. For that reason I oppose
the clanse.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: T ask the hon.
member sponsoring this Bill to explain the
word “grower.” He has not ventured to do
so yet, and I do not know whether he in-
tends to do so.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What does the Bill
refer to?

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: God knows!

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON : If the mover de-
sires to make the Bill effective, he must de-
fine “grower.” However, that is his busi-
ness.

Hon. A. Thomson: Does not
meant g man growing wheat?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It
half-a-dozen things.

Hon. A. Thomson: Commonsense die-
tates that “grower” means grower of wheal.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Commonsense has
nothing to do with the matter. The Bill
shows evidence of very little commonsense.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I vemind Mr.
Nicholson that if he desires the term “grow-
er” to be defined, he can move to add a
subelause to Clanse 3.

Hou. J. NICHOLSON: I am not gomngz
te move the definition. T would not be fool
enough to frame such a monstrons Bill as
this, the effect of which will be to injur:
the eredit of the farming eommunity.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not reflect on another place, or on
a member of another place.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: 1 am not refleci-
ing on any member. 1 am reflecting on the
Bill.

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. member said
he wonld not he sueh a fool as to frame a
Bill such as this.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON : I did not say that
the Bill was drawn by a member. The per-
son who drafted it is not entitled to much
eredit. The Bill does not give evidence of
much thought for those engaged in our
farming industry. The least farmers can
expect is that their eredit will he affected
by the measure. I ask members to reflect
for a3 moment on the result of this measure,
if ii becomes law. In that case, a farmer
who desires to obtain monetary assistance
on the seeurity of his crops and who applies
to 2 fnanecial institution other than the
Agrienltural Bank will be politely vefused.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: That haz been
taking place for a long time.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : The hon. member
is wrong in making thai statement. I do
not know what the measure will lead to,
except the destrnction of the industry. Tt
is a calamity that a Bill of this nature
should come before the House at practic-
ally the twelfth hour, when so few memhers
are in attendance to give it consideration.

“g l'OWe]‘.'”

may mean
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AMembers who support the measure will re-
gret their action in the near future if the
Bill pnsses.

Hon, . B. WOOD: T take strong excep-
tion to the remarks of the two previous
speakers. Owr friend from St. George’s
Terrace apparently did not wake up until
after the second reading was passed. I
sugpest that was the time when the two
hon. members should have voiced their ob-
jeetions to the Bill, so that the mover might
have had a chance to reply. I take par-
tienlar exception to Mr. Nicholson's com-
plaint about the Bill having been intre-
duced at this late hour. That was not the
fault of the mover, as Mr. Nicholson knows
full well.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is regrettable
that hoth My, Craiz and Mr. Nicholson
should speak so seriously ahout the lateness
of the honr, because those in charge of the
Bill are in no wax responsible for its late
introduction into this Chamber. The second
veading of this Bill was moved in another
place on the 25th September last, and the
Rill arrived here last night. The Chief
Seeretary hag done his best to keep the
husiness going hetween the two Houses.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Who is responsible
for the delay?

Hon. (. F. BAXTER: I am not blaming
anvone for the delay. The Chief Secretary
has done his best.

Hon. L. Craig: What member of this
Chamber has had an opportunity to study
the Bill?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I explained the Bill
on the second reading. As T said, it is
regrettable that both Mr. Craig and Mr.
Nieholson should be so severe in their re.
marks. Tt was not very nice for a men-
ber of the legal profession to make re-
marks nhont the work of another member
of the same profession.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: On a point of
order. TIs that before the Chair?

The CHAIRMAN: References have ern
made to the matter. The drvaftsman whas
enlled a fool by one hon. member.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: If that is the
question before the Chair, I would like to
debate it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It was very unfair
for » member of the legal fraternity to
pass remarks about another member of his
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own profession who was not here to defend
himself. It would be pleasing to me if I
could think Mr., Parker was able io draft
as good a Bill. In reply to Mr., Nicholson’s
query, the definition of “ecrops” is given
as ‘‘wheat or oats marketed for grain.”’
If Mr. Nicholson will read paragraph (ii)
of Clause 3, he will find the words “at the

option (to he exereised in the pre-
seribed manner) of the grower of such
crops 4d. for every bushel of grain

mavrketed therefrom.’’ That is to say, a
charge of 4d. a hushel from the proceeds
of the erops may he ereated in favour of a
grower. What crops could be meant other
than those in the definition of *‘erops?”’
Is there need for any further definition?
Surely the one given is clear enongh.

Hon. Sir HAL. COLEBATCH: I would
like Mr. Baxter to inform me whether this
statement I have in my hand represents
the position—

Tnder Seetion 14 of Statutory Rules 1939,
No. 96, heing ‘‘Regulations relating to the
acquisition of Wheat,’’ it was gazetted that any
wheat deseribed in the Commonwealth Order
should heeome *‘the ahsolute property of the
Caommonwealth, freed from all mortgages,
charges, liens, pledges, interests and trusts
affeeting that’ wheat, and the rights and in-
terests of every ]lemon in that wheat (in-
chuding any rights or interests arising in re-
speet of any money advances in respect of
that wheat) are hereby converted into eclaims
for compensation. '* Tt appears, therefore that
wheat, aneg it is harvested, becomes the pro-
perty of the C'ommonucalth Government, and
Bill of Sale holders can only claim for com-
pensation and support such claim with their
registered security.

When the Wheat Aecquoisition Act came into
heing in 1939 it was necessary for a deputation
of merchants to meet the local representative
of the Australian Wheat Board to obtain from
him a definite undertaking that the Common-
wealth Goverament would recognise merchants’
crap liens as a first charge.

Ag vou are aware, this is the only Btate where
merehants supply goods under Biil of Sale
recurity, and this matter hiad to be placed he-
fore Canherra, Owing to this heing the custom
of trade ir this State it was agreed to, and
lngt season merehants collected their advances
through the Austrolian Wheat Board under the
same conditions that have always operated. It
is understood that a similar action is being
taken by the Commonwealth regarding this
season’s erop.

Tt would appear, therefore, that local legs-
lation has not the power to put aside Common-
wealth legislation.

I would like Mr. Baxter to explain that.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. C. F. BAXTER ;: During my second
reading speech, I said that farmers can no
longer dispose of a few bags of wheat for
eash, becanse wheat has been taken over by
the Commonwealth. Tt was hard to follow
all that Sir Hal read; that was the first T
had heard of the matter, Bat the position
is that lienecs are still protected and will be
under this Bill whichk will not apply until
the harvest of 1941, The Bill has nothing
to do with this harvest.  Any arrangements
made for the coming erop will be made on
the basis of this Bill when it becomes an
Act, but liens, which are more general in this
State than in any other State, are protected
under the Bill. The lienees will be provided
for before the farmer receives anything at
all.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: How would yon
get on when the Commonweslth took the
wheat?

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: The Commonwealth
does take over the wheat, hut it makes
money available in return. From that
money the claims of a lienee are satisfied
before anything is made available fa the
farmer.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The fact that the
Commonwealth aequires the farmer's wheat
simplifies the operation of the Bill. Every
pound advaneed goes through a bank. The
wheat is the property of the Commonwealth
Government but net the money paid in ad-
vances. That goes through the bank and
becomes the property of the mortgagee or
the lience.

Hon. Sir Hal COLEBATCH : Is there any
foundation for the helief that this lemislation
will foree merchants to refrain from supply-
ing seasonal requirements to farmers?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 1 ean assure Sir
Hal that if that were the ease I would not
bave sponsored the Bill. Tt is very import-
ant to the farmer to have provision made for
carrying on the season’s operations.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: What about the
merchants supplying under hire-purchase
agreement?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: They would not
have their demands satisfied nntil there had
been a distribution to the farmer.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: Is that not likely
to diseourage them?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Not in view of the
small amount of 3s. per aere or 4d. per
bushel to be allotted to the farmer.
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Hon. A, THOMSON: I regret that the
bogy of farmers’ credit is being introduced.
The charge would represeat £75 on the 3s.
an acre basis, or £83 on the 4d. a bushel
basis, Surely the man growing the crop is
entitled to some portion to enable him to
buy sustenanee for himself and his family,
and to have am occasional shilling in his
pocket.  Reference has been made to agri-
ceultural machinery, buf in most eases that
is not supplied unless half the purehase
price is paid in cash. The farmers them-
selves are prepared to accept the risk of
their credit being affected by this measure.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: What is the
meaning of the words “to be exercised in
the preseribed manner”?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is provision for
making regulations,

The CHAIRMAN: It is covered by the
Interpretation Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am won-
dering whether the clause will give the
farmers the advantage that is elaimed. No
former will be entitled to anything at all,
according to my reading of the clause, un-
less the proceeds of his erop are subject to
a bill of sale. That would mean additional
expense fo the farmer.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: He would not need a
bill of sale,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The clanse
hegins “Whenever crops are subject to a
hill of sale”® Therefore the clanse will not
apply to erops not subject to a bill of sale.

Hon. G. B. Wood: If there is no bill of
sale, the farmer will not need this money.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Suppose the
farmer obtains the money, will the amount
be taken into consideration by the people
who have to find further advances for him?$

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Certainly.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Then what
benefit will this money be to the farmer?
‘When the wheat bounty was paid, experi-
ence showed coneclusively that whatever
the amount the farmer received by way of
bounty, it was taken info consideration when
determining the advanee for the following
season. If the farmer under this measure
seeures something in the first season, that
will be the end of the benefit, and I imagine
that he will be in a worse position in the
seeond year than he was before receiving the
money. If T understood Mr. Baxter aright,
this arrangement will be very similar to the
one in New South Wales.
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Hon. C. F. Baxter: No, I said the Bill
has a similar purpose.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am told
that in New South Wales provisions of this
kind apply only to eertain farmers who are
under the control of supervisors. Those
supervisors have to determine the amount
to be provided for the farmer, ar.d the pro-
portion, if any, of the debt oning by the
farmer for the season’s cropping that shall
be paid. Certzin firms have been provid-
ing money to enable the farmer to carry
on his operations. I am afraid when they
discover that the farmer is receciving this
financial assistance, it will be taken into
consideration in the second year and the
man will get praetically nothing from the
firms, Under this Bill no farmer who was
prepared to allow a bill of sale to be taken
over the proceeds of his crop, would be
entitled to any money.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That is not so.
The Bill will not apply to any case where
there is no bill of sale, but it will apply to
the man who is tied down and ean get money
from no other source.

The Chief Secretary: How can you put
that construction on the claunse?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: This provision
will apply in cases where a bill of sale has
been taken over the crop. The man whose
properly is unencumbered can do what he
likes.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The charge in favour
of the grower is subject to certain condi-
tions, and will rank immediately after any
other statutory charge, sueh as a hire-
purchase agreement.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Not at all,

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I have been told by
a legal authority that that wounld be so.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The farmer who
has no biil of sale nver his erop will keep
all the proceeds, The Bill will not apply to
hih. In the ease of the man who has given
a bill of sale over his erop, it is not unrea-
sonahle that he should reccive the modest
sum of 3s. per aere. -

Hon. L. Craig: Or up to 10s. or 12s,

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: On a 1,000-aere
crop he would receive only £100, I fail to
sea that the provision would place the credi-
tors in a dangerous position.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: The pur-
pose of the Bill is to hand to the farmer a
certain sum which, without the passage of
this measure, would go to his creditors.
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Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is so.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: In the
long run that may work detrimentally to
the farmer. In any event, the amount of
maney he would he allowed to retain should
he limited. TUnder Subelause 1 he would be
entitled to 3s. per acre, which on 300 acres
would ecome to £73. He would, however,
have the option of accepting 4d. for every
hushel of gzrain marketed. He might plant
1,000 acres and get a 20-hushel crop. Under
the second provision of the clause he
would he entitled to retain €333, money
whieh would atherwise go to his ereditors.

Hon, (. F, Baxter: The average area
planted would not exceed 400 acres.

Hon. Siv HAL COLEBATCH: On the
basis of a 20-bushel crop the farmer would
receive much more by taking 4d. a bushel
than he would by taking 3s. per acre,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Such farmers would
not get anything like 20 bushels to the
acre.

Hon. Sir HAL: COLEBATCH: Is it con-
templated that this measure is only for the
assistance of bad farmers, or those who are
settled on land that is not reasonably pro-
duetive? If the elause is passed, the second
portion should be struck ont.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: More light is
thrown on this subjeet as the diseussien
proceeds. Now it should begin to dawn on
the Committee that greater opportunities
ought to have been afforded members to
study the Bill and eonsider its effects. The
Chief Secretary is perfectly right in draw-
ing attention to the introduetory words of
the clause. XNatovally, the provisions giv-
ing certain rights will apply only when
erops are subject to bills of sale. One sees
an anomalons position arise; in fact, a posi-
tion somewhat analogous to putting the
eart hefore the horse. Supporters of the
Bill should think the matter over in this
Yight: A hill of salg is granted by the
farmer over the erop to someone or other.
The farmer zives the security of the erop
to the person who is advaneing him money.
But the Bill seeks to give back to the man
who gives the bill of sale by way of seeurity
a right over the very security which he has
granted to the man who has advanced the
money. That is what it means.

Hon. A. Thomson: Only legally.

{COUNCIL.)

Hon, J. XICHOLSOXN : The man will get
a means of living if he barvests a good erop.
Then he will pay hack the amount he has
horrowed out of the security which he has
rranted by the hill of sale, and will receive
the whole of the surplus money.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: What if there is
a loss?

Hon. J. XTICHOLSOXN: I am glad of that
interjection. Now comes an interesting
phase. The farmer is entitled by the first
paragraph of the elause to 3s. per acre in
respect of so much of the area sown—

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It does not matter
how he sows it

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : No. 1t does not say
that the 3s. per aere shall come ouf of the
proceeds of the crop, but out of the area
sown—a totally different thing, Heaven
knows where the farmer is to get 3s. from
out of the avea sown. If it i5 to come
out of the proceeds of the crop and there
is not sufficient realised from the crop to
pay back the man who bhas advanced the
money, then I ask who is going to advanee
a single penny-pieec on erops? If the farmer
sows his erop well, he will get his 3s. out
of the total proceeds; but the idea appar-
ently is that he should receive this money
whether any procceds ave received or not.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Tt is to be a charge.
Tt is not irrespective of what is produeced.

Hon. J. NTCHOLSON: The charge i<
what the man is entitled lo receive,

Hon. E. M. Hecnan: Ef the money is
availahle. )

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 ean conceive
an interesting erop of legal suits from suech
a provision, What T am most concerned
ahout is that the farmer’s credit will be
destroyed, because nobody will advance any-
thing whatever on the security of rrops. We
know the present diffienlty in obtaining
money for anything whatever. This wo-
vision will intensify the diffienlly manifold,
and will, T firmly believe, ruin the farmer’s
credit.  The hon. member responsible for
the Bill should reconsider it in the interests
of the farming community,

The CHATRMAN: The clause has heen
debated for an hour without any attemmpt

heing made to amend it. The elause iz the
Bill,
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Bon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I
amendment—

That in line 1 the word ‘‘erops’’ be struck
out.

I am in a dificulty about determining the
proper word to use in lien of “crops.” The
Bill deals only with a crop after it has
ceased to be a crop and has been marketed.
What does “marketed” mean?

The Chief Secretary: That means wheat
that has left the farm.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: It has to be
sold for grain. The Bill applies only to
wheat that has left the farm and 1s
marketed.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Not necessarily; it may
be stored on account of the acquisition
hoard.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: But the Bil}
says it must be wheat that is marketed.

The Chief Secretary: What do you pro-
pose?

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: 1 am in a
quandary, so 1 am merely pointing out the
position,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I am afraid
I cannot help the hon. member. I am en-
deavouring to assoeciate his amendment and
the point he has raised with the definition
of “Bill of sale.” [ find ihat my original
construetion was wrong, beeause the defini-
tion provides a mueh wider meaning to the
term than ordinarily applics. Seeing that
this relates only to wheat that has left the
farm, is it vof reasonable to expect that
the person who is licensed to take posses-
sion of the erop will already have done
so?

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: But the Bill does
not apply until the wheat is marketed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The person
may take possession of a standing crop.

The CHAIRMAN: It wonld be better to
deal with the amendment first.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 want lo
know what will replace the word to be
struck out. I will not agree to the amend-
ment until T know what is to be substi-
tuted.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Mr. Parker has
asked us to agree to an extraordinary pro-
position. He asks us to aceept an amend-
ment without indicating what is to replace
the word that is to be struck out.

move an
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Hon. H, S. W. Parker: I do not know
what word to use.
Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I wish te
move an amendment to strike out Subpara-
graph (ii}. The effect may be that if a mait
has a thousand acres under crop and secures
an average 12-bushel crop, he will exercise
his second preference in which event he will
secure a far greater sum than is justified in
preference to that available for hig eredi-
tors,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T wish to deal with
Rubparagraph (i) in order to get some in-
formation.

The CHATRAMAX: Let us dispose of Sir
Hal's amendment first. The hon. member
can sccure the information when the clause,.
as amended, is put to the Committee

Hon, J. J, HOLMES: What advantage
will that he? The Bill is a mysterious one
and I desive to seenre morve information
ahont it. Very nften the farmer’s erop fails
owing to drought, grasshoppers or some
other pest, vet this mensure provides that he
is to receive 3s. per acre in respect of the
area sown. If he has no crop, where is the
Jx. per acre to come from?

Haon, J. Nichelson: He has to get it.

Hon. 1. J. DOLMES: Yes. It is a charge
upon the proporty.

Hon, Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I move an
amendment—

That paragraph (ii) he struck out.

Hon, L. CRAIG: I support the amend-
wment. Whether the exep is big or small, the
amount that is to be deducted should be
ascertainable.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: T oppose the amend-
ment. This provision will not unduly pre-
judice the farmer's eredit. A farmer who
crons 300 acres, reterning 12 bushels—which
I think is above the State average—should
get a yield of 6,000 bushels. Under this
measure he wontd be entitled to 4d. per
busbel, or £100. Is that too mueh?

Ifon. A. Thomsoun: Oh, yves, far too mueh!
The farmer should not get that!

Hon. H, L. ROCHE: He should not be
allowed to live!

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: To my mind, that
is a fair and reasonable proposition.
Farmers live under snuch conditions as shonld
entitle them to some remuneration for their
work. They shonld not be compelled to go,
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cap in band, to their ereditors for some small
consideration. Much of the opposition to
this elause is for the purpose of defeating
the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I have allowed
the hon. member eonsiderable latitude, but I
remind him there is a specific amendment
before the Chair.

Hon. H. 1.. ROCHE: If paragraph (ii)
is struck out, we shall go a long way towards
destroying the usefulness of the measure.
The paragraph represents the minimum of
what the farmers have a right to elaim as
their remunceration for carrying on in the
interests of their ereditors.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I can appreciate Sir
Hal Colebatch’s point of view. He really
considers that a farmer who erops 1,000
acres might get too much for himself under
this measure; but, on a State average of
12s., the farmer would receive only £200 for
a 1,000-acre eroy.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: In order that we
may progress, I suggest supporters of the
Bill would be well advised to accept the
amendment.

Hon. L. CRAIG: A person making an
advance on the security of a erop would
know, under paragraph (i), what would
be deducted from the proceeds; but under
paragraph (ii) he would have no idea
what would be dedueted. Some amount must
be set out in the measure, so that the ered-
itor will know what deduetion is to be made.
T support the amendment, even if it should
be necessary to alter the amount mentioned
in paragraph (i).

Ion. W. J. MANN: I support the amend-
ment, 1T voted for the seeond reading with-
ont having had an opportunity to perusoe
the Bill, my ohjeet being to ascertain the
effect of the measure. I confess I do not
like the Bill very much. There is something
in what the previous speaker has said; it is
neeessary for the ereditor to know exactly
where he stands.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Paragraph (a)
provides that the charge in favour of the
grower shall rank immediately after any
other statutory c¢harge and any advance for
or towards the cost (as ascertained in the
prescribed manner) of growing, harvesting
and corting such erops. Other things re-
quire to be done before the growing of a

- cultivation or sowing.

(COUNCIL.]

crop. Tor instance, the erop has to be sown
before it can grow. I therefore move an
amendment—

That in line 4 of paragraph (a) of the pro-
viso the word ‘‘of’’ he struek out and the
worda ‘‘in connection with the sowing, eul-
tivation’? inserted in licu.

The CHAIRMAN: At this Jate hour I
must insist on three copies of amendments
teing sent up to the Chair. It is not fair
to ‘‘ Hansard'' or anyone else for only one
copy to be available.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If the sponsor of
the Bill will leave the matter to a later sit-
ting of the House, we may be able to have
amendments placed on the notice paper!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am a little
puzzled to know the meaning of the words
in the proviso “as ascertained in the pre-
seribed manner.” This has to deal with ad-
vances which are made to a farmer for grow-
ing, harvesting and carting his erops. It
may be that in some instances the advannes
are from a storekeeper and would be for the
purpose of enabling the farmer to provide
food and other requirements for himself and
his family. If that is so, a lot will depend
on the size of the advances, as to whether
the echarge the farmer is to have under the
Bill would be a reasonable one or not. Are
the words to which I have referred intended
to include certain things to be provided for
in the regulations to be made under the Bill,
cr are all advances in accordance with the
definitinn of the bill of sale to have the
priority this Bill gives them, and is the far-
mer then to get this particular amount irre-
spective of other advances made to him?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Mr. Nicholson’s
amendment does not help in the slightest.
The Bill eovers all operations.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Whilst I pay
great respect to the views expressed by
Mr. Baxter, I suggest that in this instance
he is wrong. Growing is not the same as
Before a crop can
grow it must be sown and there must be cu)-
tivation.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker: You have got fo
get the seed, too!

The CHAIRMAN: I remind Mr. Nichol-
son that eultivation comes hefore sowing.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: We do not object to
the words proposed to be inserted but I
snggest that Mr. Nicholsen does not try to



[5 Deceuser, 1940.]

1If we con-
verbiage, we

have any more words added.
tinne inserting unnecessary
shall he -here till next week.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon, H. 5. W. PAREKER: I move an

amendment—

That in lincs 5 to 8 of paragraph (a) of the

proviso the words ‘‘registered under the Bills
of Bale Aet, 1899, and its amendments’’ be
struck out.
I do not know the meaning of these words,
seeing that a bill of sale under this Bill is
something more than a bill of sale registered
under the Act of 1899,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clausg 4—agreed to.

Clause 5—Share farmers:

Hon, J. NICHOLSON : It might be stipu-
lated amongst the people interested that
the division of the proceeds shall be, not on
a legal basis, but on a varying basis. I
move an amendment—

That after the word *‘them’” in the last line
of paragraph (b) the words ‘‘in such shares
and proportions as such persons may mutually
agrec’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 6—agreed to.

Clause 7—Regulations:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Paragraph (a)
provides for regulations preseribing penal-
ties not exeeeding £50 or imprisonment not
exeeeding three months for any breach of
the regulations. That is an extraordinary
provision. Suech a breach is usnally punisb-
able by a fine of £5. The fine should be
reduced accordingly and the provision for
imprisonment deleted. 1 move an amend-
ment—

That the word ‘‘fifty’’ be struck out and
the word ‘‘five’’ inserted in lieu.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Which Minister is
likely to control this legislation?

The Chief Secretary: I do not know any-
thing abont it.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : Who will make the
regulations?

The Chief Seeretary: The Governor.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: A fine of £5 would
be paltry for a serions breach of the regula.
tions and the higher penalty should be re-
tained.
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Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Paragraph (d)
provides for regulations prescribing the rate
of commission or deduction to be allowed
to holders of bills of sale as compensation
for expenses inearred or services rendered.
There is no clavse in the Bill dealing with
commission or deduction, and therefore there
should be ne provision for such matters in
the regulations. The paragraph is incon-
sistent with the rest of the Bill and should
be deleted. I move an amendment—

That paragraph (d) be struck out.

Hon. L. CRAIG: T cannot understand
this extraordinary provision. Is it sug-
gested that holders of hills of sale are going
to collect all moneys due to the farmers?
By what authority would they do that?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: By the authority of
the Country Party.

Hon. L. CRAIG:
the paragraph.

Hen, C. F. BAXTER: This provision is
inserted as a means of recompensing the
lienee who is handling the fund.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Bill says nothing
about payment of ecommission.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The licnec ean-
not be recompensed for his work in any
other way than this.

Hon. L. Craig: By what authority does
the Commonwealth pool pay the money to
the lienee?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The money first
goes to the Wheat Pool and, in these cases,
must then go to the farmer through the
lienee.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 8, 9, Title—agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN: This Bill has to be put
in order by the Clerks, and I have to sign
s certificate before it can be read a third
time. I will, therefore, leave the Chair for
ten minutes.

I do not understand

Sitting suspended from 145 to 2.10 a.m..

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
HON. C. F. BAXTER (BEast) [213]):
move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.
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Question put and & division taken with
the following resnlt:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 11
Noes 8
Majority for 3

Aves.

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. J. Cornell
Huon, J, M. Drew
Hon, G, Fraser
Hon, V. Homersley
Hon. E. M. Heenan

Hoo. W, J. Mann

Hoa. H. I.. Rorhe

Hon. A, Thomson

Hon. 3. B. Waood

Hon. W. R, Hall
(Tellery

NoOEB.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch Hon, J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. J. Nichelson

Hon, J, J. Holmes Hon. H. 8, W. Parker
Hoa. L, Crate

Hon. W. H. Kitson
(Teller)

PATAS.

AYEB,

Hon. T. Montre
Hon. C. B, Wtlliams

NOES,
Hon. G. W. Milex
Hon. L. B. Bolton

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Assembly with amendments.

BILL—MONEY LENDERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee—Progress Arvested.

Resumed from the 26th November. Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chair; Hon. E. M. Heenan
in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAXN : Progress was reporied
after Clanse 6 had been negatived.

Title:

The CHAIRMAXN : The quesiion is that
the Title be agreed to.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: This Bill was
under consideration by the House some time
agzo; and, as a vesult, there is practically
nothing of the Bill left. T observe that
there is an amendment on the notice paper.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
her may not disenss at this stage what is on
the notiee paper.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Tlis measure
should not have heen introduced by 2 private
member, but by the Governm=nt. I move—-

That the Chairmaun Ao now leave the Chair.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following resnlt:—

Ayes .e
Naes

[ ca!m:

Majority for .

[COUNCIL,]

AYES,

Hon, W, J. Maon
Hen. J. Nicholsen
Hon, H, §. W. Parker
Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. G, W, Miles

Hon. C. . Baxter
Hon, Sir Hal Colebatch
Hon. L. Cralg

Hon, V. Hamersley
Hon, J. J, Holmes

Hon. 3, M. Macfarlane (Teller.)
NOES,

Hon. J. M. Drew Hon, W. H. Kitson

Hon. G. Fraser Hon. H. T.. Roche

Hon. E, H, Groy Hon, G. B, Wood

Hon. E, M, Heenan Hon. W.R. H

all
(Teller)
Motion thus passed.

The Chairinan accordingly left the Chair
and the Bill lapsed.

DISCHARGE OF ORDER,

On motion by the Chief Seerelarvy, the
Main Roads Act Amendment Bill was dis-
charged from the notice paper.

BILL—EMPLOYMENT BROKERS
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee—Progress Arrested.

Resumed from the 3rd December. Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honorary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
after Clause 8, “Books kept and letters, ete.,
sent to or by brokers to be retained for six
manths,” had been partly considered.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: YWhen this Bill was
hefore us on a previons oecasion, amend-
ments were made rendering the Bill praeti-
eally unworkable. In order to facilitate
business and to dispose of a Bill which in
my opinion is no good, I move—

That the Chaitmau do now leave the Chair.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes . .. . 12
Noes .. e . .. ]
Majority for 8
AYES,
Hon, C. F. Baxter Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch Hon. G, W. Miles
Hon. L., Cralg Hon, I. Nicholson

Hon. A. Thomson
Hon, G. B, Wood
Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
{ Teller,)

Hoatr. V. Homersley
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon, 1. M. Mpctariane

WOKS,

Hon. W. R, Hali

Ifon. W, H. Kiwson

Hon. E. M. Heennn
(Teller.)

Hun I. M. Drew
Hoo G. Frager
Hon. E, H, Gray
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PAIRS.
Noza,
Hoa. T, Moore
Hon. C. B. Williams

. AYES,
Hon, L, B. Bolton
Hon. H. Tuckey

Motion thus passed.

The Chairman accordingly left the Chair
and the Bill lapsed.

KNitting suspended from 2.30 to 2.40 a.m.

BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Assembly’s Further Message.

Message from the Assemnbly received and
read notifying that it no longer disagreed to
the amendments on which the Council had
insisted.

BILL—GROWERS CHARGE.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notitying that it had agreed to the
Comneil’s amendments,

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [2.41]: Tt is now my privi-
lege to convey to you, Mr. President, on be-
halt of members and my own hehalf our hest
wishes for the coming seasonal holidays. I
desire to thank you for vour kindness and
courtesy, and for the tactful way in which
vou have dealt with the business before the
House. In presiding over our deliberations
vou have upheld the dignity of your high
office and maintained the harmony of the
Chamber. Your impartiality towards the
views of members is n characteristic which
we have all grown to recognise and appre-
ciate over the many years during which yon
have occupied the Presidency. -I desire to
express our tharks and appreciation to the
Chairman of Committees and his deputies
for the unremitting consideration and zeal
they have shown in their attention to the
Committee work during the session. I also
express thanks and appreciation to the Clerk
of Parliaments and the Usher of the Black
Rod for the ecfficient manner in which they
have carried out their duties, for their at-
tention thereto, and the valuable assistance
they have at all times rendered to members.

a1}

- of contention.
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We are grateful to the other members of
the staff who bave always shown their will-
ingness to assist. I must express to the
Chief “Hansard” Reporter and his staff our
appreciation of the capable manner in which
they have carried out their duties. They are
what may be called silent members of this
House.

Hon. ¢+ W,
members.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. They
are entitled to all the appreciation it is pos-
sible for us to extend to them. -To all we
wish the compliments of the season. On my
own behalf I wish to express my apprecia-
tion for the conszideration, attention and as-
gistance given to me by all members. The
session has not been a3 strenunous as usual,
nor has it been marked by any great degree
There have been differences
of opinion, hut no signs of serious conten-
tion in any of the debates. I can only ex-
press the wish that the manner in which the
various debates have been conducted this
session will be echaracteristic of those to fol-
low. It scems that members have been actu-
ated by a desire to help, and I hope that
spirit will eontinue, The session usually
closes at a time when our thoughts have re-
gard for the festivities and goodwill associ-
ated with the Christmas season. It is re-
grettable that on this oceasion thyse factors
are overshadowed by the tragedy of war on
a scale that will leave none of us untouched.
Whilst expressing to all my best wishes for
the New Year, I sineerely trust that the
efiorts of the Empire in the New Year will
meet with suneeess that will ensure our ulti-
mate victory and lasting peace. I extend to
all the compliments of the season.

Miles: And very useful

HON. C. I, BAXTER (East) [245]: I
join with the Chief Srervetary in expressing
appreciation of the able and kindly manner
in whieh vou, Mr, President, have presided
over onr deliberaiions. The sessions are
building up and your term of office has been
a substantial one, It is pleasing fo know
that each session we have a President in
whom we possess full confidence, and by
whom the work associated with the office is
carried out so ably. To the Chatrman of
Committees I express my personal thanks
for many favours granted to me during the
wession, as well as for his Kindly advice and
the energetic and able mainer in whieh he
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has conducted the Committce work. Tha
same thing may be said of his deputies,
although they have not been called upon to
take mueh of the burden from his shoulders.
Again T express my appreciation of the
capable work performed by the “Hansard”
staff. 1t is pleasing indeed to Bnd that one
hag to make very little serutiny of the copies
of one’s speeches. Many of my own speeches
I have seareely had oecasion to alter at all.
Because of my manner of speaking that ix,
I think, the best tribute I eould pay to the
Chief ‘*Hansard’' Reporter and his staff.
To the Clerk of Parlinments, I ex-
tend my sincere thanks. He has helped me
as well as other members, and has proved
himself a very energetic and able officer.
Because of his training he has heen able to
render wonderful service to us. He is ever
ready to assist in any way he can, The

Usher of the Black Rod has ecarvied
ont his duties in the same diligent
and able manner that has heen evi-

denced in the past. I also thank our
messenger who has replaced Mr. Roberts,
now abroad on service. - We are pleased to
hear of Mr. Roberts and to know that he is
wetting on well, T bave no doubt that he
will make his mark. We are fortunate to
have Mr. Power to fill the position during
his absence. He is yet a young man,
but judging trom his work and the
capable manner in which he earries it ont,
I think that good things lie ahead of him,
To tiembers generally I desire to extend
zood wishes for the coming season, and hope
that the blackness ahead of us will soon re-
veal something that is less dark than it is
at present. I hope that all members enjoy
the Christmas season and have good heaith.
The Leader of the House and his colleagues
have done excellent serviee dnring the
session. There have heen very few brushes,
and the relationship hetween Ministers and
members has been most pleasant. We have
net had to deal with some of the extra-
ordinary picees of legislation that have eome
down to us on other oceasions. Let us hope
that things will brighten from every stand-
point, and that we shall be able to look for-
ward to an cra of peace, prosperity and
happiness.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [250]:
As one of the oldest members of this Cham-
ber, I desire to eongratulate you, Mr. Presi-
dent, npon the manner in which the session

[COUNCIL.]

has progressed. Cur thanks are due to you,
the Leader of the House, the Honorary Min-
ister, and also to the Chairman of Commit-
tees, for the admirable way in which the
business of the Heuse has been eonducted by
you and them. All have done their best to
assist every member of the House, no mat-
ter what his requirements have been during
the session. What is remarkable is that in
all my years of experienee in this Chamber,
we have not until now come to the elosing
stages of a session without having confer-
cnees of managers to deal with various Bills.
There i an absence of frayed edges on the
pPart of members this year; it is gratifying
to think that members have been able to get
on so amicably together. We all feel that wa
have furthered the affairs of the State with-
out falling out too serionsly with one an-
other. I sincerely hope that all members of
the House and you, Sir, will have a happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. To
the staff and “Hansard,” and all others who
have played their part, I sincerely express
my thanks. I trust we will soon receive
favourable reports of the health of thoss
members whom sickness has kept away from
the House during the late stages of the ses-
sion, I express the wish that they will soon
he restored to health, I also thank mem-
hers for the kind and generous way in which
they have treated me during the session.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [2.53]: On
hehalf of myself and my sergeant-majors, 1
thank the Chief Scevetary for the kindly re-
ferences he has made to the Chairman of
Committees, T also thank him and his
worthy adjutant, the Honorary Minister,
for the consideration which they have ex-
tended to myself and the Deputy Chairmen.
I desive also, Mr. President, to express my
appreciation of your kindly consideration
and courtesy. Our association has bheen a
long one, and never once have we bad =z dis-
agreement.

I join in the general thanks tendered to
the clerks and the staff right down to the
messenger  boys, and also to “Hansard”
Both branches of the Legislature are singu-
larly fortunate not only in their officers but
in the staff gencrally for the courtesy and
consideration extended.  While we praise
those who are present we should not be un-
mindful of the ahsent ones. I am sure that
hon. members will be prepared to join me
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in conveying congratulations to our Clevk
of Records, “Johnnic” Roberts, who is ow
active service. Mr, Roberts gave up his
commission in the Citizen Forces and went
away with the signallers as a sergeant, sub-
sequently winning a commission in the plaee
where commissions are really won, namely,
on active serviee ahroad.

This has been a harmonious session; in
fact, to me it hardly appears to have been
a session at all. I cannot recollect any other
session when we have not had conferences
between managers of the two Houses. My
colleagues have not risen to make such re-
marks as “The managers met in conference
and failed to agree.” They have not had
an opportanity to do so on this occasion,
awd that is why this does not appear to
have been a real session at all,

In conclusion, I hope ihat when members
of this Chamber re-assemble it will be under
happier auspices and with the knowledge
that the British FEmpive, of which we ave
subjects and eitizens, has emerged vietorions
from the gigantic struggle in which it is
engaged.

THE PRESIDENT [2.57]: 1 feel grate-
ful to the Chief Seevetary, Mr. Baxter, Mv.
Iamersley and Mr. Cornell for their ex-
tremely kind references 1o myself and to my
endeavours to carry out my duties faithfully.
I am particularly grateful to all honourahle
members for the great cowrtesy and consid-
cration they have extended to me during
this and previous sessions since I have been
Prestdent. But for that -consideration
and courtesy and the allowances they
have been ever ready to make for me I
would not have achieved whatever suceess
has been mine.

T would also like to support what has
heen said by Mr. Cornell concerning the offi-
cers of this House. We ave indeed fortunate
in them. To carry out the duties assoeiated
with the work of this Chamber calls for
constant attention and continual vigilance,
for mueh more eare and watehfulness than

" probably the majority of hon. members real-
ise. When errors arc avoided and the House
runs on smooth lines the work scems to he
simple, but mistakes can very easily be made.
I am not, however, aware that any errors
have been made by our officers this session
nuor am I conscious of their having in any
way neglected any of the duties they are
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supposed to carry out. I ean say regarding
the session that it has heen similar to other
sessions inasmuch as members of this Cham-
ber can differ and differ strongly, but those
differences arc quite apart from personali-
ties and we can differ without quarrelling.
The Chief Seerctary pointed out that the
session has been altogether free from those
conferences that usually take place, but in
other respeets the session has been marked
by an almost total absence of anything in
the nature of party feeling. That is due to
the terrible struggle for existence in which
the whole Empire is engaged. T would like
on¢e again to express my gratitude to hon.
members of this House, to the Chairman of
Commiltees for the great assistanee he has
ever heen veady to extend to me, fo the
Deputy Chairmen of Committees, to the offi-
cers of the House, and to the gentlemen of
the “Hansard” staff, all of whom are assoei-
ated with the work of this Chamber. To
them [ wish the ecompliments of the season
and hope the New Year will be brightened
by 1he eonclusion of a vietorious peace.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, W. H.
Kitson--West) [3.1): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn to a
date to he fixed by the President.

Question put and passed.

"
House adjourned at 3.2 gom. {Friday).




